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JUST A MOMENT! 


First, do not write in this book. Write the answers on a separate 
piece of paper or in your notebook. 

Second, try every exercise! Don’t be afraid of making mistakes.. 
You can learn from your mistakes. 

Third, cover the answer key with a card or paper before you start an 
exercise. i 

Fourth, check each answer as you go along. If you make a mistake, 
try to find out why. If you can’t see why you made the mistake, ask your 
teacher to help you. P 

Sa A OSS eee 

There are more than 500,000 words in the English language. A great 
many of them have more than one meaning. Some of them, indeed, 
have a surprising number of meanings. Run, for example, has over 
100 meanings! 

Hundreds of thousands of words and millions of meanings! And these 
are by no means all of the resources of English. By putting some of these 
words together we make idioms which have special meanings. This is 
what we do when we speak of going after something, or getting around it, 
or putting up with it. 

In addition we give figurative meanings to words. We do this when- 
ever we speak of one thing as if it had qualities or characteristics of some- 
thing quite different. We speak of angry words, of golden memories, and 
of soaring ambitions. Or we say that a person is heavy-hearted, leaden- 
eyed, or beetle-browed. 

How does anyone cope with all these meanings? Fortunately it isn’t 
necessary to know them all, since it is unlikely that you will ever see as 
many as half of them. 

What you do need to know is how to get some meaning for a word the 
first time you see it. You need to know how to get new meanings for 
old words. Knowing this, you will be able to deal with most of the words 
you meet. You will have real word power. 

This book will help you build your word power. 


LESSON 1 Words Have Many Meanings 


When a new word comes into the language, it usually has 
just one meaning. As the word grows older, it may take on 
many new meanings. 

The word with is a good example. Many hundreds of 
years ago it meant “against.” And it still does. We say: 


Don’t argue with the umpire. 
The dogs fought with each other whenever they met. 


Today with has many other meanings. Among them is “on 
the side of.” So we say: 


Jack voted with us in favor of the new club. 


The word between is another surprise. We usually think 
of it as meaning “separating.” We say: 


There is a wall between Jane’s house and mine. 
But between also has the meaning of “joining.” So we say: 
The road runs between Duluth and St. Paul. 


How can you keep these meanings straight? Remember 
always that a word can have more than one meaning. Then 
look at the meaning of the other words around it for help. 
Pick the meaning that fits the passage you are reading, 
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EXERCISES 


A. Read these sentences to see some of the seventeen 
meanings of the word fly. (Flies and flew are other forms of 
fly.) Then choose the meaning of fly that fits each sentence. 


. to move suddenly 
. to run away from danger 
to wave or float in the air 
. to move through the air 
to operate an airplane 
to pass rapidly 
1. In the fall, these birds fly hundreds of miles 
southward to their winter homes. ld 


2. Only trained test pilots are allowed to fly the X-19. 2e 
3. In a foreign port, a ship must fly the flag of its 


mo ae op 


country. 3: c 
4. In a sudden gust of wind, the door flew open. 4.a 
5. At vacation time, the days fly by. ce 
6. The workmen dropped their tools and flew to 

safety. 6. b 


B. The word true has a dozen different meanings. Among 
them are these: 


a. loyal, or faithful d. lawful 
b. factual e. real, or genuine 
c. fitting a pattern 


For each sentence below, choose the right meaning for 
true. Write it after the number. 


1. True to its course, the spaceship began to circle 

the moon. lec 
2. Even under torture, the men remained true to 

their beliefs. 2.a 


. The diamonds made in this furnace are true 


diamonds. 


. Sometimes it is hard to get the true story of what 


happened in an accident. 


. The poor little boy turned out to be the king’s 


true son. 


C. The word table long ago referred to a thin, flat piece of 
metal, stone, or wood on which something was written. 
Today table has two base meanings, and you can see how both 


come from the old meaning. 


a. a piece of furniture, made of a flat top 
set on legs 
b. a list 


Decide which base meaning of table is found in each sen- 


tence below. Write a or b. 


1. 
2. 


3. 


Each chapter title appears in the table of contents. 
At the end of the book there is a table which 
shows when each President was in office. 


In our family, there is always laughter and 
joking at the table. 


. Jim’s trouble was that he had never learned his 


multiplication tables. 


. The American colonists sent a table of their 


complaints to George III in England. 


————— eee 


LESSON 2 How Words Get New Meanings 


Do you know the difference between a rock and a stone? 
A stone is a small rock; that is, a rock is larger. Stone is 
the hard mineral material from which rocks are made. 

Have you ever seen hailstones? They are small, hard, 
and smooth. We call them stones because they look and feel 
like stones. They remind us of stones. In the same way, we 
speak of the hard seed of some fruits as stones—peachstones, 
for example. They, too, are small and hard. We call them 
stones even though we know they are not made of minerals. 
They remind us of stones. 

The word light is another example of how a word gets new 
meanings. It first meant “anything that makes it possible 
for us to see.” People used the word with this meaning to 
speak of the light of day, or the light of the sun, or the light of 
a lamp or candle. 

Because light is caused so often by things that are burning, 
the word was used to mean ‘‘making something burn.” This 
is how we came to say light a fire and light the lamp. 

Later, the word came to mean “knowledge” or “under- 
standing.” We say, “New facts were brought to light,” or 
“Jim’s explanation shed light on what had happened.” Do 
you see why? If light falls on something, you can see it, and 
you can understand it. 

You can see that each of these new meanings is connected 
in some way to the older meaning. 


EXERCISES 


A. Let’s suppose that the basic meaning of light is “any- 
thing that makes it possible for us to see.” Let’s say that all 
other meanings are later meanings. 

Decide whether light in each sentence is used with its basic 
meaning or its later meaning. Write basic or later. 


1. There is not enough light in this room. 

2. Judy’s face lighted up when she heard the news. 

3. Each year scientists bring new facts to light. 

4. When we came out of the dark cave, the light 
dazed us. 

5. The discovery of the ancient books shed new 
light on the life of the Semites. 

6. The newspaper story put our plan in a very bad 
light. 

7. There was still a little light in the sky, as we 
turned up the hill to our home. 


B. The basic meaning of line is “ 
string.” 

Decide whether line in each sentence is used with its basic 
meaning or with a later meaning. Write basic or later. 


a cord, rope, wire, or 


1. As a result of the storm the power lines were 
down all over the county. 

2. Will you and Emily dro 
reach Detroit? 

3. The men stood in line for an hour, 

4. Tom baited his hook and dropped his line into 
the deep pool. 

5. What line of work does 

6. Would you rather 
the line? 


p us a line when you 


your brother do? 
play in the backfield or in 


w N -e 


wu 


wn 


6. 


. basic 


. later 


. later 


. basic 


. later 


. later 


. basic 


. basic 


. later 


. later 


. basic 


. later 


later 


C. The basic meaning of leaf (leaves in plural) is “the 
broad, thin part of a plant.” 

Decide whether leaf (leaves) is used with its basic meaning 
or with a later meaning. Write basic or later. 


1. In hot weather the leaves wilt and droop as 
though there were no life in them. 1. basic 
2. There will be eight of us for dinner. We had 
better put another leaf in the table. 
3. Sandy makes a delicious dish by cooking ground 


. later 


N 


meat in cabbage leaves. 3, ‘baste 
4. Several leaves had been torn out of the old book. 4. later 
5. One of the leaves in the front spring had broken 

and the wagon was sagging to one side. 5. later 


D. One basic meaning for ring is “a small round band of 
metal, as a wedding ring.” 

Decide whether ring is used with its basic or with a later 
meaning. Write basic or later. 


1. In the old days, there were three main rings in 


a big circus. 1. later 
2. Sue’s prize was a silver napkin ring with her 
initials on it. 2. basic 
3. Did you see the ring around the moon last night? 3. later 
| 4. The boys sat in a ring around the fire. 4. later 


f . . . 
5. A native woman wore copper rings in her nose 
and ears. 5. basic 


More About New Meanings 
LESSON 3 for Old Words 


If you look up an old word such as train, you will discover 
quite a long list of meanings. You can see that some of the 
old meanings are no longer used. 

On the other hand, some of the meanings refer to things that 
are quite modern. How did these new meanings come about? 

Long ago, Norman soldiers from France conquered Eng- 
land and brought their French words with them. One such 
word was traine, which meant “to pull” or “to drag.” The 
English liked this word. They first used it to mean “some- 
thing that hangs down and drags behind,” like the tail feathers 
of a bird or the skirt of a long dress. 

Later, the English noblemen used to ride around the 
country with their servants and soldiers. These “followers” 


dragged along behind the noble lord. They were spoken of 
as the lord’s train. 


, it was natural 


There is another old meaning of train, which 
ferent: “to guide” or “to teach.” 
trained my brother to be a cook,” 
be a nurse.” 

It is interesting to see how a word 
meanings as it went along. You ca 
meaning led to another. You can s 


is quite dif- 
So we say, “The Army 
and “Sue is being trained to 


like train gathered new 
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EXERCISES 


A. The base meanings of train are 


a. a connected series of things, people, or 
events 
b. to teach or guide 


Decide which base meaning of train appears in 
each sentence below. Write a or b. 


1. The gardener trained the vine to grow up the wall. 

2. The Indians attacked the, wagon trains of the 
pioneers. 

3. Your question has interrupted my train of 
thought. 

4. A porpoise can be trained to jump through a hoop. 

5. The book explained the train of events that led 
up to the Revolution. 

6. This course will train you to read carefully. 


B. The word trail is very close in meaning to train, but it 
does not have quite the same meanings. See whether you 
understand the meaning of trail in the following sentences. 

Read these sentences carefully. Then study the meanings 
that follow. Decide which of these meanings are right and 
which are wrong for trail. Write right or wrong for each 
meaning. 


a. A trail of smoke rose from the chimney. 
b. The first roads followed the old Indian 
trails. 
The vines trailed over the wall. 
. Al trailed far behind the rest of us. 
. Our dog Boots trailed mud into the house. 
The bloodhounds trailed the escaping men 


into the swamps. 


moa 


a uw 


HoIanmhwone 


. to teach 


to flow from something in a long, thin stream 


. to follow the tracks of 
. to push or pull 


to grow over something 


. to follow behind 
. a path 
. to bring something along behind 


are the following: 


1, 


2. 


3. 
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a. to find out the weight of something by 
using scales 

b. to measure out or apportion 

c. to consider and choose carefully 

d. to have importance or influence 

e. to burden or press down upon 


C. The word weigh has a dozen meanings. Among them 


Decide which meaning of weigh appears in each sentence. 
Write the letter standing before this meaning. 


The loss of the money weighed heavily upon his 
mind. 

We had to weigh the chances of being caught in 
high wind and heavy seas. 


Uncle John’s advice weighs heavily with all his 
friends. 


. The teacher will weigh out the materials for the 


experiment. 


. Most people weigh less in the morning than they 


do at night. 


. The grocer weighed the meat carefully before he 


told me how much it would cost. 


. Mr. Newman’s words weigh heavily with all the 


pupils in his class. 


1. wrong 
2. right 
3. right 
4. wrong 
5; 
6 
7 
8 


right 


. right 
» right 
. right 


SS — 


LESSON 4 Meaning Comes from Experience 


How do you learn what a word means? How did you 
learn the meanings of fire, or cold, or fun? 

You have learned most of the word meanings you know by 
hearing other people use the words. You have learned other 
words from signs that are fixed to things they name: drug- 
store, candy, and bicycles, for example. 

Or you have heard someone say, “That was fun!” to 
describe something that happened. You may have heard 
someone else say, “It’s no fun to have a tooth pulled.” Or 
another person may have said, “It was fun to go to the air- 
port and watch the planes come in.” 

From these experiences with the word fun, you have built 
up your idea of what it means. This is how you have learned 
most of the word meanings you know. This is how other 
people learn meanings. 

Stop a moment! Do you know anyone else who is exactly 
like you? Do you know anyone who has had exactly the same 
experiences that you have had? 

No, there is no one else who has had the same things 
happen to him. No one else feels exactly as you do about 
these happenings. 

If you can see the ocean every day, the word ocean means 
more to you than to people who have never seen it. If you 
live in the mountains, the word mountain means more to 
you than to someone living in the desert. 

Each person builds meanings from his own experience. Of 
course, these meanings are not entirely different or we could 
not talk to each other. But when we use words, we must be 
sure not to give them just our private meanings or other 
people won’t understand. 
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EXERCISES 


A. In which of the following situations do you think the 
people talking to each other might have different meanings 
for the italicized words? Write same or different. 


1. traffic 

a taxi driver and a truck driver 1 
2. ice 

a champion skater and a man from the desert 2; 
3. cotton 

a farmer who grows cotton and a Eskimo 3 
4. ice cream 

a boy from New York and a girl from Atlanta 4 
5. rain 

someone who lives in the desert and someone 

who lives in the tropics 5 
6. the President of the United States 

a man living in Maine and a man living in 

Michigan 6 
7. hunger 

a boy living in the United States and a boy 

living in India 7 
8. automobile 

a girl living in Chicago and a boy living in 

Boston 8 
9. machines 

a mechanic and a doctor 9 

10. astronaut 
a boy living in the United States and a boy 
living in Russia 10. 


t. Same 


different 


. different 


. Same 


. different 


. Same 


: different 


» Same 


« different 


same 


B. Suppose you are writing to someone in another part of 
the country. Which of the following words might not mean 
the same thing to the person you are writing to? Write same 
or different after each number. 


1. heat 6. midnight 1. different 
2. skis 7. snow 2. different 
3. fruit trees 8. flood 3. different 
4. mountain 9. the American flag 4. different 
5. overshoes 10. the United States 5. different 


C. This exercise is designed to make you think about some 
of the most important words in our language. These are 
words like liberty and justice which name important ideas. 
Some of these words have had special meanings in certain 
ages because of the experiences of the people. 

There is no key. You are to think about the italicized 
words and decide whether the people described might have 
had different meanings for the words from the meaning you 
have for them. 

1. Would the word liberty have had a different 
meaning for people living in the American colonies 

in 1776? 

2. Does freedom mean the same thing to a child 
born in Russia as it does to you? 

3. Would justice have the same meaning for a slave 
in ancient Greece as for an American today? 

4. How about friendship and loyalty? Would they 

have had different meanings for King Arthur’s 

knights than they have for you? 

5. Would the words war and peace mean the same 
thing to the people of Europe in 1600 as they 
do today? 


ow ON 


. same 
. different 
. different 
. same 
10. 


same 
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A Review of 
LESSON 5 


Words and Meanings 


A. Thus far in this book you have met several important 
ideas about words and their meanings. Do you understand 
them? Can you make them work for you? Let’s see what 


you have learned. 


Choose the words from within the parentheses to complete 


the sentence correctly. 


1. 


2. 


3. 
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. In building your vocabulary, 


When a word first enters the English language, 
it usually has (more than one, just one) meaning. 


In reading, you must remember that a word (does, 
does not) always have the same meaning. 


The meaning you place upon a word (must al- 


ways, can sometimes) make sense in the sentence 
where it is used. 


When a word gets a new meaning, this new 


meaning is (always, frequently, never) like the 
older meanings. 


it (is, is not) neces- 
sary to pay attention to the meanings of old 
words you already know. 


. The meanings of with and between show that all 


the meanings of a word 


(have, do not have) 
something in common. 


. It (is, is not) true that the meanings a word has 


for you depend on your experience, 


. It (is, is not) true that a word may mean one 


thing to you and something else to another person. 


B. The more we share experience with other people, the 
more words we will have in common with them. Which of 
the following things help us share experience with other people? 


1. television 4, books 
2. food 5. clothes 
3. dreams 6. motion pictures 


C. The word order has many meanings. Eight of them are 
given below. Read the meanings. Then read the sentences. 
Find the meaning of order that fits each sentence. 


a. a request to supply something 

b. a group of persons with common interests 

c. a group or class set off from others by some 
trait or quality 

. social position or rank 

a command 

a condition in which everything is func- 

tioning properly 

peaceful, law-abiding conduct 

. an arrangement of events 


moa 


PR 


1. The crowds maintained good order throughout 


the day of celebration. 
. The high jump was next in the order of events. 
. The car was in good working order. 
. The captain gave the order to advance. 
. We gave the waitress our order. 


oA w N 


D. Decide which of the meanings of work fits in each 
sentence. 


a. the quality and value of performance 
on a job 

b. something one is making 

c. employment 

d. occupation or profession 

e. the collected writings of an author 

f. bodily or mental effort 


1. After leaving school, Bill was out of work for 
a year. 

2. What kind of work does your brother do? 

3. Ann laid her work out on the table. 

4. Have you read the works of Mark Twain? 

5. These painters do good work. 


Exercise A 
1. just one 


Exercise B 


1. television 
. does not 2. food 


+ must always 3. books 
. frequently 4. clothes 


bad 
x9oraok aon 


. is 5. motion pictures 
. do not have Exercise C 


. is lig 
. is 2.h 
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LESSON 6 Getting Meaning from Context 


All the rest of your life—if you keep on learning and having 
new experiences—you will be meeting words whose meanings 
you don’t know. What are you going to do about them? 

If they are important words, you can’t ignore them. They 
may be words that you need on your job. Sometimes you 
will be able to look them up in a dictionary. But often you 
can figure out the meaning of a new word from the other words 
used with it. 

These other words are called context. The context of a 
word is the passage in which it is used. It may be the sen- 
tence in which the word appears, or it may be the paragraph 
or chapter of a book. The context of a word may provide 
clues to the word’s meaning and these clues are of several 
kinds. You know one kind of context clue because you have 
seen it often in your textbooks. This clue is the definition of 


the word. Here are examples: 


1. Aline slanting from one corner to the opposite corner 
is referred to as a diagonal line. 

2. A flat figure with four equal sides and four right angles 
is called a square. 

3. An animal with four feet is referred to as a quadruped. 


If you are always on the watch for definitions, you will be 
able to spot them. Many of them appear in this kind of 
sentence: “A is ”? as examples 1 and 2 above. 
In other definitions the clue word is “referred to” or “called,” 
as in example 3. Another example of this is found in the 
text above: “the context of a word is the passage in which 


? 


it is used.” 


EXERCISES 


Can you spot definitions? See if you can find them in the 
passages below. Then check your understanding by deciding 
whether the statements that follow them are true or false. 


a. From ancient times, man has wondered 
about the stars and other bright objects in 
the sky.’ These he has referred to as 
celestial bodies. 

b. The equator is an imaginary circle, half- 
way between the North Pole and the 
South Pole. The equator is also a great 
circle. A great circle is any circle that 
divides the earth into two equal parts. 

c. Plant scientists have learned many ways 
to improve plants. For example, they have 
learned that they can use the flower of one 
pea plant to fertilize the flower of another 
pea plant. This is called crossing. When 
plants are crossed, the seeds grow pea 
plants that are like each parent in some way. 


1. The equator is a circle drawn through the North 
and South Poles. 


1. false 
2. A great circle divides the earth into two unequal 
parts. 2. false 
3. Fertilizing the flower of one pea plant with the 
flower of another is called crossing, 3. true 
4. The planets are celestial bodies. 4. true 
5. The astronauts have celestial bodies, 5. false 
6. When plants are crossed, 


the seeds grow plants 
that are like one parent. 


6. false 
7. The equator is the only great circle around the 
earth. 


7. false 


7 Context Clues 
[as Restating t 


Most writers want to be understood. When they realize 
that a word may not be clear, they add clues to show the 
reader what they mean. 

The best example is a full definition, as you saw in Lesson 
6. Another kind of context clue planted by a writer is a 
restatement. That is, a writer will put the meaning in other 
words. He restates the meaning to make sure it is clear. 

In your study of English, you will meet the term appositive. 
An appositive is a word or phrase immediately following a 
word to restate its meaning. It is set off from the word it 
explains by commas. Here are two examples: 


1. A good way to start solving a puzzle is to make a hy- 
pothesis, a sort of guess, about the solution. 

2. Itis in the troposphere, the layer of air in which we live, 
that the earth’s weather is made. 


There are other clues which help you to spot a restatement. 
Sometimes the writer uses dashes or parentheses: 


1. The human species—sometimes we call it the human 
race—has been around for a long, long time. 

2. All through the stratosphere (the layer of air that 
spreads out over the troposphere) the temperature 
remains constant. 
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Sometimes the writer tells you that he is restating by using 
signal words and commas: 


, thatis, ..., 
Polina 


in other words, ... : 


See if you can find the signal in this sentence: 


Heat and pressure produce changes in rocks. In this way 
limestone is changed, or metamorphosed, into marble. 


EXERCISES 


A. Can you spot the restatements and the clues (commas, 


dashes, parentheses, 


clue words) in the passages that follow? 


Copy the clues that signal the restatement in each passage 


that follows. 


1. In leukemia—one kind of cancer—too many 
white blood cells are produced in the body. 
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Many actions in your body take place without 


your knowing about them. The flow of saliva, 
the movement of your stomach and intestines, 
and the circulation of your blood are a few 
examples. These involuntary actions (you don’t 
consciously make them happen) are all controlled 
by parts of your nervous system. 

3. When you have a disease like measles or chicken 
pox, your body cells produce substances called 
antibodies which destroy the germs or make their 


poisons harmless. 


When you get well, you have 


enough of these antibodies left to protect you 
from getting the disease again. This protection, 
or immunity, against some disease may last the 


rest of your life. 
20 
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4. Contagious diseases, in other words, those that 
spread from one person to another, are carried in 
many different ways. 4. , in other words,..., 

5. The lithosphere, that is, the crust of the earth, is 8.CE.R.T., West Benga 
only 25 miles thick at its deepest point. Only the pate. 2-27 2h. 
top one-fifth of it has been entered by our oil n E 
well drills. You can see that we have hardly Acc. Noal... 
scratched the earth’s surface. Sip habis ess 


B. Reread the passages in Exercise A. Then check the 
truth of the following statements. Write true or false. 


1. Leukemia is one kind of cancer. 1. true 
2. Talking is one example of an involuntary action. 2. false 
3. An example of an involuntary action is the flow 


of blood through your veins and arteries. 3. true 
4. Antibodies prevent you from gaining immunity 

to a disease like measles. 4. false 
5. A contagious disease is a disease you get from not 

eating the right food. 5. false 


6. The lithosphere is above the atmosphere. 6. false 


LESSON 8 Examples as Context Clues 


In one way, your textbooks are the easiest books you will 
ever have to read. The writers of these b 
to make clear the meanings of the words they use. They 


give you definitions of new words, or they restate these words 
in other words that you already know. 


ooks take great care 


Textbook writers also use exam 
meanings of words. Usually, 
by signals. Here are 
be on the lookout: 


ples to help pin down the 
these examples are introduced 
some of the signals for which you should 


for example like 


such as especially 


Note these signals in the following sentences: 


1. Today there are many means of communication, espe- 


cially language, that help bind all the nations of the world 
together. 


2. Agents of erosion, like wind, movin 
are always at work changing the earth’s 


3. A hard rubber rod tha 
pick up bits of sawdust or 
electrically charged. 
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g water, and glaciers, 
surface. 


t has been rubbed with fur will 
paper. Such a rod is said to be 


EXERCISE 


Can you find signal words? Read the passages that follow 
and be prepared to answer questions. 

a. To the north was Europe where the Greeks 
lived. Their land had many natural har- 
bors which were separated by headlands. 
Headlands are land masses such as capes 
and peninsulas that project out into the 
water. 


b. Electricity is sent out to homes and fac- 
tories over wires, but it cannot be sent for 
long distances because it leaks out of the 
wires. Insulators, especially rubber, glass, 
and wood, are used to help prevent this 
leakage of electricity. 


c. Landowners along the Nile had a problem. 
Every year the Nile overflowed, leaving a 
layer of mud that hid the old boundary 
lines. The wise men of Egypt discovered 
a way to restore the boundary lines every 
year. They used systems of measurement 
such as geometry and triangulation so that 
everyone knew where his lands lay every 
year. 

d. Each instrument in a satellite is planned 
to gather specific data. For example, one 
instrument measures distances, another 
records temperatures, and another meas- 
ures magnetic forces. 


ji jee WWE 


Read the passages carefully once more. Decide whether 
the following statements are true or false. 


1. Headlands are natural harbors. 

2. Capes and peninsulas extend out from the regular 
shorelines. 

3. Electricity leaks out of insulators used on electric 
wires. 

4, Geometry is a system of measurement that can 
be used in locating and measuring a piece of land. 

5. Geometry and triangulation were used for differ- 
ent purposes by the Egyptians, 

6. A single instrument in a satellite is used to 
gather data of several kinds. 

7. The words specific data refer to broad general 
fields like astronomy, space travel, and chemistry. 

8. An insulator is a kind of radiant energy. 

9. By using insulators around wires, we can keep 
electricity from leaking away. 

- 


m 


. false 


true 


. false 


. true 


. false 


. false 


. false 


. false 


. true 


LESSON 9 Context Clues in Modifiers 


In your study of English you have learned about modifiers 
such as adjectives and adverbs. The job of modifiers is to 
add meaning to a word or to make its meaning more exact. 

You will not be surprised to learn, therefore, that writers 
use modifiers to provide clues to the meaning of a word. The 
modifiers used in this way are usually not single words but 
whole groups of words. Here are some examples: 


1. A fixed satellite, staying in one place above the earth, 
could view 38.2 percent of the earth’s surface. 


2. Chemotherapy, which is the treatment of disease by 
using chemicals, has almost completely rid our country of 
some diseases. 

3. Cancer occurs when a group of malignant body cells multi- 
plies rapidly in a disorderly way and spreads into nearby tissues. 

4. Have you ever tried to describe something without 
using numbers? A quantitative description, using numbers 
and measurement, is the most accurate way to describe most 
things, 

Look carefully at the passages above. You will see that 
the italicized words following fixed satellite, chemotherapy, 
cancer, and quantitative description tell you what these 
terms mean, The modifiers provide really helpful definitions. 
You can see how important it is to watch for this kind of 
context clue in your reading and study. 
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EXERCISE 


Read the following passages to spot the modifiers that 
provide context clues to meaning. 


a. Many kinds of units of measure are needed 
for measuring different things. Scientists 
all over the world now generally work with 
the metric system, which uses the meter 
(39.37 inches) as the unit of measurement. 

b. Everyone has a nervous system which 
carries messages back and forth through 
his body and directs its work. 

c. In most of our new communities there is 
a large group of transients, arriving sud- 
denly and leaving just as suddenly after a 
stay of four or five months. 

d. In the afternoon we visited the aquarium, 
where we saw a wonderful display of 
strange fish living peacefully in glass tanks. 


Read the passages a 


gain. Decide which of the following 
statements are true an 


d which are false. Write true or false. 

1. In the metric system, the b 
ment is the inch, 

2. An aquarium is a place where live fish are kept 
on display. 


2. true 
3. Your nervous system directs your breathing, 
digestion, and the circulation of blood in your 
body. 


3. true 
4. The transients in a community are the people who 


have been there the longest. 4. false 
. A meter is shorter than a yard. 


5. false 
e You would expect to see a display of snakes at 
an aquarium, 
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asic unit of measure- 


1. false 


D oO 


6. false 


10 Getting Meaning 
LESSON Without Context Signals 


In the preceding lessons, you met a number of signals— 
commas, dashes, parentheses, and word signals like that is 
and especially—that tell you to look for context clues. 

These signals are very helpful, but there are many times 
when you do not find them. Particularly when you read 
outside of textbooks, you meet new words for which no clues 
are given. The writer has not given you a definition, a restate- 
ment, or an example. What can you do? 

The best thing to do is to go to a dictionary. If there is no 
dictionary at hand, you can write the word down and look it 
up later. But suppose you cannot understand the sentence 
or paragraph if you don’t know the meaning of a particular 
word. Then, what can you do? 

If you will stop, go back, and reread, you will often be sur- 
prised at how much meaning you can get for a new word. 
You won’t get all of the word’s meaning. And remember that 
most words have more than one meaning. But by careful 
rereading you can get enough meaning for the new word to 
make sense out of the passage. 

The chances are good that you will meet this new word 
again and again in your later reading. If you will look at the 
word hard enough to remember it, you will gradually build 
up more and more meaning for it as you go along. 

Let’s see how this method works. In a story called “Un- 
reasonable Doubt,” a Mr. Willoughby is sitting in the club 
car of a train trying to read. Suddenly, he begins to hear the 
conversation of two men sitting near him. The story goes on, 
“Even if one did not choose to be an eavesdropper, it was 
impossible not to follow every word spoken. Mr. Willoughby, 


however, chose to eavesdrop.” 
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What does eavesdrop mean? There are no clues, but notice 
what happens next. “Suddenly his ears pricked up like a 
terrier’s... Mr. Willoughby slid down in his chair, pressed 


his heels into the floor . 


-.and closed the gap between his 
chair and his neighbor’s, 


With his legs extended, his eyes 
closed... he was a fair representation of a man sound 
asleep. Actually, he had never been more awake in his life.” 

Now, you can put some clues together and figure out a 
meaning for eavesdrop. Clearly, it means to listen secretly to 
a conversation one is not supposed to hear. 

This is the way you can get 
when no signals are present. 


EXERCISES 


A. Read each passage and figure out a meaning for the 
italicized word. Then answer the question which follows. 
1. As he talked, the clergyman kept his hands 
unobtrusively busy. From the bottom edge of his 
black sack-cloth he drew a pin, and stuck it deep 
into the ball of the middle finger. He took out a 
handkerchief to dust the hard sleet from his hat; 
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meaning from new words even 


and under his overcoat he pressed the handker- 
chief against his bleeding finger. While making 
these small arrangements, he held the woman’s 
eyes with his own, talking on; and, still holding 
them, he suddenly broke off his random talk and 
peered at her cheek with concern. 

“My good woman, you’ve scratched your 
cheek somehow! Why bless me, it’s bleeding 
quite badly.” 


— Henry Sypnor Harrison, “Miss Hinch” 
unobtrusively means 

a. not skillfully 

b. without attracting attention 

e. slowly 


. “Can’t see it,” remarked Rainsford, trying to 
peer through the dank tropical night that was 
palpable as it pressed its thick, warm blackness in 
upon the yacht. 


—Ricnarp Connett, “The Most Dangerous Game”’ 
palpable means 

a. bright 

b. something you can feel and touch 

c. something that you learn from other 


people 


. For perhaps fifteen seconds the newcomer and the 
hard-faced man examined each other with the 
unwinking scrutiny of those who take chances of 


li 
ife anid death. —F. R. BUCKLEY, “Gold-Mounted Guns” 


scrutiny means 
a. close study 
b. courage 
c. pleasure 


29 


4. 
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- We’d have to steer cle 


They were hot and tired. 
Their talk was querulous. 

“Watch what you’re doing, can’t you? You’re 
splashing dirt on my clean clothes.” 

“T am not doing it on purpose... don’t blame 
me.” 


“I don’t know why I allowed you to come 
with me!” 


—Hucu B. Cave, “The Mission” 
querulous means 


a. questioning 
b. funny 
c. complaining 


- “Now, you and the Chief get up and cook break- 


fast, while I g0 up on the top of this mountain 
and reconnoiter.” 


I went up on the peak of the little mountain 
and looked over the neighborhood. 


R —O. Henry, “The Ransom of Red Chief” 
reconnoiter means 


a. to sleep 
b. to examine an area 
c. to run around 


ar of the courthouse. And 
we dare not rouse the county prisoners again. 
On our last trip we’d bellowed in 
“Hey-o, you wife-beaters, how are 


they’d trim us, 


—JAMEs Stitt, “A Ride on the Short Dog” 
a turnkey is 


a. a jailer 
b. a prisoner 
C. a man who makes keys 


wo 


+. C 


B. You have just learned some meaning for six new words 
by studying their context. Let’s see whether you can recall 
these meanings. 


Here are the six words: 


unobtrusively scrutiny reconnoiter 
palpable querulous turnkey 


Read the sentences below. Each sentence illustrates one 
of these words. Match the sentence to the word. 


1. Dabney examined the curious object with great 
care, turning it over and over in his hands. 


2. As thé jurors filed back into their box, the tension 
in the courtroom was so great that you could feel 
it on your skin like an electric current. 2. palpable 


3. The inspector found fault with everything in the 
shop and complained peevishly that no one paid 
any attention to him. 


4. Slim Maynard edged slowly towards the door 
and slipped out quietly into the darkness. 4, unobtrusively 


pa 


. scrutiny 


3. querulous 


5. A heavy-set, unshaven man sat slumped on a 


chair which he had tilted against the wall at the 
ere he could watch 


end of the corridor of cells wh ‘ 
the prisoners. 


6. The lieutenant sent out three men to explore the 


area, to look for signs of Indians, and to find a 
6. reconnoiter 


water supply. 


. turnkey 
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LESSON 11 A Review of Context Clues 


Once again it’s time to stop and see how well you have 
learned. 


A. Which of the following are signals to tell you that con- 
text clues will follow to help you get the meaning of a word? 
Write clue or no clue. 


1. , that is, 8. such as 

Dis OFF amh 9. however 

3. ( ) 10. especially 

7. sive er 11. like 

5. — = 12. but 

6. , ; 13. , in other words, 
7. for example 14. therefore 


B. Decide which word or 
answer. Write these words. 


1. The context of a word is 
a. what the word means 
b. the words with which it is used 
c. the name of the textbook 

2. The context of a word 
a. may help you figure out its meaning 
b. always tells the meaning of a word 
c. always defines the word 

3. A writer can help you fi 
a word by 
a. definition, restatement, example 
b. definition, repetition, remembering 
c. restatement, explanation, description 
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group of words makes the best 


gure out the meaning of 


4. The context of a new word can give you 
a. all of its meanings 
b. the history of a word 
c. enough meaning to make sense of the passage 
d. the pronunciation of the word 


5. You build up meaning for a new word 
a. all at one time 
b. by studying it in many different contexts 
c. by skipping over it 
d. by writing it several times 


C. Using what you know about context clues, work out the 
meaning of the italicized words in the sentences below. 


a. Scientists believe that nonliving things 
do not move themselves. When they see 
these things moving, they say that the 
motion has been caused by some force (a 
push or pull). 

b. Sometimes it is necessary to remove water 
from a vessel, such as a fishbowl, without 
tipping the vessel. This can be done by 
using a siphon, which is a bent tube for 
carrying liquid out over the edge of a 
container to a container below. 

c. The lift of an airplane, that is, the force 
which holds the plane up, comes mainly 
from the difference in pressures between 
the air above the wing and the air below 
the wing. 

d. Rattlesnake venom, 
rattlesnakes and in 
The animal then produces a 
that overcomes the poison. 


or poison, is taken from 
jected into an animal. 
substance 


Reread the passages above. Write true or false for each 
statement. 


1. A siphon is a vessel used to move fish. 

2. A vessel is a container which holds something like 
water. 

3. Nonliving things move only when they are 
pushed or pulled. 

An airplane is held up in the air by very high 

speeds. 


Rattlesnake venom is used to overcome rattle- 
snake poison. 


4, 


5. 


D. Read each passage and figure out a meaning for the 


italicized word. Then answer the question following each 
passage. 


1. When Jerry was in a crowd of people, he was 
usually silent. In the company of one person or 
two, however, he was apt to be loquacious, 

loquacious means 
a. friendly 
b. talkative 
c. quiet 


2. A British sloop sailed up the Hudson River in 
1780 laden with gold to pay the British troops. 
Sensing danger, the ship’s captain turned about 

i but ran upon a rock near Ward’s Island. For a 

while it seemed that the sloop might be pinioned 

there for good, but the rising tide carried her off 
the rock and set her afloat again. 


a sloop is 
a. an airplane 
b. a ship 
c. a treasure of gold 


pinioned means 
a. afloat 
b. pinned down 
| c. wrecked 


| 3. In September, 1900, a huge tidal wave swept 
over the city of Galveston, destroying all but a 
few houses. On the next morning, the citizens 
met and formed committees. Plans were made to 
provide pure water and electricity and to im- 
provise shelter for the homeless. 


| improvise means 

a. to make something with 
whatever is at hand 

b. to plan 

c. to send for help 


s 


4, Salom Rizk, a Syrian immigrant, tells of his early 


days in this country. He says, “I wasn’t learning 
the language. To spare me embarrassment, as 
well as to expedite conversation between us, my 
Syrian friends were speaking to me in my own 
tongue.” 
expedite means 

a. to experience 

b. to make easy 

c. to interrupt 


. Immediately after leaving Washington, the thirty- 
two candidates from whom the astronauts were 
to be chosen were divided into six groups. These 
groups were to report to the Lovelace Clinic in 


New Mexico. The first contingent entered Love- 
lace on February 7. 


contingent means 


a. a small group that is part 
of a larger one 

b. a candidate 

c. an astronaut 


Exercise A 12. no clue 


2. true 
1. clue 13. clue 


3. true 
. clue 14. no clue 4. false 


. Clue x 5. true 
Ao Eue ese B 


. clue Exercise D 
b 


. Clue 

. clue 

- no clue 

. Clue Exercise C 


2 
3 
4. 
5 
6. clue 
7 
8 
9, 
0. 
1, clue 1. false 


= 12 How to Make Things 


Seem Worse Than They Are 


A jeremiad (jer'a-mřəd) is a tale of woe. The word comes 
from the Hebrew prophet Jeremiah whose Lamentations of 
Jeremiah is a book in the Old Testament. 

According to Greek legend, the hero Priam had a daughter 
named Cassandra who went about predicting misfortune. 
The god Apollo is supposed to have ordered that no one should 
pay attention to her. In our time a Cassandra is a woman 
who goes about warning of trouble to come. People pretty 


much continue to follow Apollo’s order. 
A jeremiad may be simply the story of a calamity, which 
f extreme misfortune. A mis- 


1s nothing more than a case 0 
fortune is, of course, merely bad luck. 
Ancient peoples believed that the stars and planets deter- 
mined events in the lives of humans. The Latin word for 
star was aster. Belief in the power of stars Over human life 
Persisted into modern times. It was quite natural, when some- 
thing went wrong, to blame it on the stars. In English the 
prefix dis- was added to aster to make the word disaster. 
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A disaster now refers to something that happens suddenly. 
It is a sudden sort of calamity, such as a train wreck. 

A catastrophe is something greater than a disaster. It, too, 
may be sudden, but it refers to an overthrow or ruin, such as 
the great tidal wave that struck Galveston, Texas in 1900. 
In short, a catastrophe brings devastation in its wake. 

Devastation comes from a Latin word meaning 
empty.” 
trophe. 

The catastrophe might be either fire or flood, but there are 
separate words to deal with each. A flood may be called a 


cataclysm, but fire may not. A fire may be called a holocaust, 
but a flood may not. 


Now that you know all of these 


“to make 
A devastated area is one destroyed by some catas- 


words of doom, you may 
less ominous word: fiasco. 
omplete failure. It is an 
pletely as to be laughable and 


13 New Words from, 
LESSON Combining Forms 


For several years you have known how little words are 
joined to make compound words like cowboy and policeman. 
Thousands of words have been added to English in this way. 

Some words are used so often to make compound words 
that they are called combining forms. Some of the common 
combining forms are over, under, up, out, and self. 

Combining forms are different in one way from prefixes 
and suffixes. A combining form can come either at the be- 
ginning or at the end of a word: self-starter; myself. 

One of the most interesting of the combining forms is jack. 
It may mean “boy,” “fellow,” or “man,” as in jack-in-the-box, 
or it may mean “large” or “strong,” as in jackknife. 

Three combining forms are particularly interesting because 
they have several meanings: 


U 

Under may mean 
1. “beneath” or “below,” as in undershirt 
2. “in a lower position or rank,” as in undergraduate 
3. “not enough,” as in undercooked 


Out may mean 
1. “outside” or ‘away from,” as in outbuildings 


2. “better” or ‘more than,” as in outrun 


Over may mean 
1. “above in position,” as in overhead 
2. “too much,” as in overheated 
3. “beyond,” as in overshoot 
On the next page you will find several combining forms 
that it is well to know. 


micro: very small tele: at a distance 


phono: sound meter: a device for measuring 
bio: life graph: something that writes 
auto: self or is written 
mono: one scope: an instrument for seeing 
poly: many 

EXERCISES 


A. The meanings of under, out, and over are given below. 
A list of words containing these combining forms follows. 
Decide which meaning of the combining form is found in each 
word. Write the letter that stands before it. 


a. beneath; below e. better; more than 

b. in a lower rank f. above in position 

c. not enough g. too much 

d. outside; away from h. beyond 
1. outspread 8. overflow l.d 8. h 
2. outgoing 9. overweight 2. d 9. g 
3. outrun 10. overexposed 3. e 10. g 
4. outplay 11. overconfident 4.e ll. g 
5. outskirts 12. underground 5. d 12. a 
6. overdose 13. underfed 6. g 13. c 
7. overrun 14. understudy 7. h 14. b 


B. Decide which meaning of the combinin 


: ae ; g form appears 
in the italicized word in each sentence, 


1. The garage overcharged us for the repairs. 

2. The plane came down out of the overcast, 

3. The new school soon outstripped its rivals in 
sports. 

4. Refugees from the city crowded into the out- 
lying towns. 
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1. too much 
2. above 


3. better 


4. away from 


5. First, we put on an undercoat of white paint. 5. beneath 
6. The boys thought they were underpaid. 6. not enough 


C. Look back at page 40 and review the meanings given 
for the combining forms. Match the meaning at the right to 
the form at the left. 


1. graph a. an instrument for seeing Lg 
2. micro b. a device for measuring 2. h 
3. tele c. sound 3. i 
4. meter d. one 4. b 
5. scope e. self 5.a 
6. phono f. life 6. c 
7. mono g. something that writes or is written 7.d 
8. poly h. very small 8. j 
9. bio i. at a distance 9. f 
10. auto j. many 10. e 


D. Which of the words below are real words? You may 
want to use your dictionary to decide. Write word or no word. 


1. micrograph 6. microphone 1. word 6. word 
2. phonoscope 7. meterscope 2. word 7. no word 
3. micrometer 8. autograph 3. word 8. word 
4. graphophone 9. bioscope 4. word 9. word 
5. autometer 10. phonometer 5, noword 10. word 


E. Using only the combining forms on the preceding page, 
Jete each of the following 


make words that will correctly comp. 
sentences. 
1. When someone writes his own name, he writes 
his : 
2. An instrument used for seeing far away 1s 
a 


1. autograph 


2. telescope 


3. A short study written on one subject is 


a Š 3. monograph 
4. The written story of a person’s life is 

————— re 4. biography 
5. When someone writes the story of his own 

life, he writesan ——  . 5. autobiography 
6. A device for measuring something far away 

ISga ere on 6. telemeter 
7. A device for carrying sound over a distance 

is a 


A 7. telephone 
8. An instrument used for seeing something 


very small is a 


8. microscope 


F. You should be able now to get some meaning for any 
word in which the combining forms appear. Whenever you 
see micro- for example, you know that the word in which it 
appears has the meaning of “small.” 

Spot the combining form in each italicized word below. 
Write the combining form and its meaning. 


1. Doing the same thing is monotonous. 


2. Great discoveries are coming out of the 
field of biochemistry, 


1. mono—one 


A 2. bio—life 
3. A polygon is a geometric figure with many 
sides. i 3 3. poly—many 
4. Every submarine has a periscope for viewing the 4. scope— 
surface of the ocean. instrument 
5. You can tell the distance to the ground with for seeing 


an altimeter. 
6. More and more schools are 


n 


. meter—device 
for measuring 


putting their 


records on microfilm. 6. Bete 
7. A person who speaks several languages is a 
polyglot. — 


8. Automation is changing our factories rapidly. 
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8. auto—self 


LESSON 14 More Combining Forms 


Newspaper and magazine reports these days are filled with 
names of organizations or projects made up of capital letters. 
You know FBI and USO, for example. The capital letters 
are the initial letters of the full names: Federal Bureau of 
Investigation and United Service Organizations. 

These letter-names are called acronyms for an interesting 
reason. The nym means “name.” The acro is a Greek com- 
bining form which means “high points” or “high places.” 
The capital letters are the high points in a name. Hence, 
FBI is the acronym of Federal Bureau of Investigation. 

A knowledge of combining forms will be a source of pleasure 
and information for you. It will help you unlock a great 
many technical words. 

The first satellite to be used for communication with people 
t in 1962. It was called Telstar. 
that it belonged to the American 
ame is not a 


overseas was placed in orbi 
One reason for the name is 
Telegraph and Telephone Company. But the n 
good one, and you should know why: tele+star. 

There are several more combining forms that you will find 


it useful to know: 


ology: a field of learning or science 
graphy: a method of writing or printing 
gram: something written 

phobia: fear or hatred of 

hydro: water 

lith: stone 

omni: all, or everywhere 


geo: earth 
metry: the science of measuring 
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EXERCISES 


A. Using only the combining forms on page 43, you can 
make many words that you will meet in your school studies. 


By putting together combining forms, write a word that fits 
each sentence. 


1. The study of stones is 

2. The study of water is 

3. The fear of water is P 

4. The method which uses stones in printing 
1, os PA, 

5. The study of earth’s crust is 


1. lithology 
2. hydrology 
3. hydrophobia 
4. lithography 


ul 


+ geology 


B. The form phobia is used b 
“fear.” So we say that someone 
in a crowd. The form phobia a 
with these forms: 


y itself as a word meaning 
has a “phobia” about being 
lso appears in combination 


agora: open spaces 

acro: high places 

claustro: narrow or confined 
Using these combining forms, 


make words that will fit each 
of the following meanings: 


1. a word meaning fear of high places 1. acrophobia 

2. a word meaning fear of being shut in 2. claustrophobia 

3. a word meaning fear of open spaces 3. agoraphobia 
C. Using the combinin 


g forms you know, make words 
that will fit each of the 


following meanings: 
1. Long ago the Egyptians developed a science 


for measuring distances on the earth. It 
was called 


a 1. geometry 
2. The earth’s rocky crust is called the 
ee piere: 


44 


2. lithosphere 


3. The science of life and living things 
is ______.. 3. 
4. The taking and printing of pictures is è 
e 4 
5. The form zoo means “animals.” The study 
of animals is ; 5 
6. A device used to detect sounds under 
water is a a 6 
7. An airplane that can alight on water is 
a: plane: 7 
8. An airplane with one pair of wings or 
one lifting surface is a _ = plane: 8. 
9. A message written to send over a distance is 
a 9 
10. Something, like air, that is present all 
resent. 10. 


over the earth is __————_P. 


biology 


. photography 


. zoology 


. hydrophone 


. hydroplane 


monoplane 


. telegram 


omnipresent 


LESSON 15 A Review of Combining Forms 


There are three especially good reasons for knowing all 
you can about combining forms. First, most have a definite 
fixed meaning that you can always count on. Combining 
forms are therefore much more helpful than regular prefixes 
which usually have more than one meaning. 

Second, combining forms have been used a great deal to 
make the technical and special words that you meet in school 
studies. 

Third, very often when new words are made up to name 
new inventions or new experiences, the combining forms are 
used. They appear in words like television, astronaut, and 
Pentagon, which have come into use in recent years. 

There is only one way to learn these combining forms. It 
is to memorize them. For some people, memorizing is hard 
work, but in this case it is worth it. But even memorizing is 
not enough because most people forget what they have 
memorized. 

To make sure that you do not forget, use your information 
as often as you can. Watch for words containing the com- 
bining forms. Soon they will be firmly fixed in your mind. 
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EXERCISES 


A. Match the meaning under A to the combining form 
under B. Write the combining form for each meaning. 


A B 
1. life a. graph 
2. self b. micro 
3. far-off c. tele 
4. something that writes d. meter 
5. sound e. scope 
6. a device for measuring f. phono 
7. one g. mono 
8. many h. poly 
9. an instrument for seeing i. bio 
10. very small j. auto 


B. Match the meaning under A with 


the combining form 


under B. Write the combining form for each meaning. 


A B 
1. water a. ology 
2. the science of measuring b. graphy 
3. fear or hatred of c. gram 
4. the science of writing d. phobia 
5. earth e. hydro 
6. a field of learning or f. lith 
science i 
7. something written g. omni 
8. stone h. geo 
9 i. metry 


- all, or everywhere 


C. Using the word parts listed in A and B, 


write the word 


at matches each meaning below. 


l. a method of printing from stones 
: a fear of water 
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a method of measuring the earth’s surface 
. the science of life 

an instrument for seeing far off 

an instrument for seeing very small things 
. the science of measuring things far off 

. something written far off 

. the science of water 

. a single large block of stone 


Dw Pp w 


Sem 


D. Write the meaning of each word part below. 


1. ology 6. lith 
2. mono 7. meter 
3. hydro 8. geo 
4. bio 9. omni 
5. micro 10. scope 


E. Choose the right meanin 


g for the italicized word in 
each sentence, 


1. Telephotos of the missing man were sent to 
all parts of the country. 
a. fingerprints 
b. sounds at a distance 
c. pictures sent far off by wire 

2. Recent advances in geophysics will give us 


new information about the size and shape of 
a. the sun 


b. the earth 
c. the stars 
3. A micrometer is used by skilled workers to 
measure 
a. microbes 
b. very large objects 
€. very small distances 
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4. A polyclinic is a hospital for the treatment 
a. of many diseases 


pi 


b. of polio 


c. of one kind of disease 


Meteorology is 


a the science of weather 
. the science of measurements 


c. the measurement of logs and trees 


Exercise A 
1. bio 
2. auto 
. tele 
+ graph 
- phono 
. meter 
mono 
poly 
+ scope 
+ micro 


Exercise B 
hydro : 
metry 
Phobia 
graphy 

. geo 
ology 


7. gram 
8. lith 
9. omni 


Exercise C 
. lithography 
. hydrophobia 
. geometry 
. biology 
. telescope 
. microscope 
telemetry 
. telegram 
. hydrology 
. monolith 


Exercise D 
. afield of learn- 
ing or science 


AY) 


NEN 


2. one 

. water 
life 

. very small 
stone 

. a device 
for measuring 

. earth 

. all, or 
everywhere 

. an instrument 
for seeing 


Exercise E 
ae 


b 
c 
a 
a 
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eee 16 Prefixes 


A prefix is a word part that is fixed, or placed, at the 
beginning of a word. Many prefixes have meanings which 
you can use to get at the meaning of a word. 

The prefix in- is one that you know. It has two important 
meanings: “in” or “within,” as in inside;and “not,” as in 
inhuman. 

Before certain letters in- 


changes its spelling but not its 
meanings: 


Before m or p, it becomes im-: impossible 
Before r, it becomes ir-: irreverent 


Before l, it becomes il-; illegal 


Another useful prefix is com- which means “with” or 
“together.” This prefix also changes its spelling before 
certain letters: 


Before r, it becomes cor-: 
correspond 
correlate 


Before |, it becomes col-: 
collide 
colleague 


Before vowels, 


coauthor 
cooperate 


it becomes Co-: 


Before many other letters, 
conversation 
conform 


it becomes con-: 
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The prefixes ad- and ob- also change in spelling as follows. 
They become: 


ac- as in accept ar- as in arrive 
af- as in affect at- as in attempt 
ap- as in approve oc- as in occur 
ag- as in aggregate of- as in offend 
al- as in allow op- as in oppress 
an- as in announce ~o- as in omit 


ap- as in approve 
Both ad- and ob- have the meaning of “to” or “toward.” 
In addition, ob- means “against,” as in object which is “to 
throw against.” Ad- also has the meaning of “near,” as in 
adjoin and admit. 


EXERCISES 


A. Do you know when the prefix in- 
When it means “in” or “within”? 

Decide the meaning of the prefix in each wor 
or in. 


means “not” and 


d. Write not 


I. inbreed 6. ingrained 1. in 
2. immature T, irregular 2. not 
3. illegible 8. indrawn 3. not 
4. immoral 9. imprison 4. nee 
5. impress 10. inflow 5. in 
B. Write the prefix that appears in each word. 
l. investment 6. coaction 1. in? 
2. improbable 7. correspond cabal 
3. illicit 8. collapse = A 
4. irreverent 9. commingle 4. ir- 
5. imbed 10. confirm 5. im- 


10. 


Ss On nD 


wo Onn 


cor- 
col- 
com- 


con- 
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C. Think of a word with the prefix in- or the prefix com- 
that matches each meaning given below. Keep in mind the 
prefix meanings: in- means “in” or “not”; com- means “with 
or “together.” 


Is 
2. 


3. 


> 
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. If an idea is not 
. When you write a lette 


Someone who works with you is your A 
If two or three people write a book together, 
they are authors. 

The Latin root cur means “run.” If two hap- 
penings come at the same time, they are 
current. 

The Latin root fer means “to bring.” A meet- 


ing of people who have been brought together 
isa ence. 


. Politeness is just being thoughtful of others. 


When someone is not thoughtful, we say he 
is 


If you think somethin 
say it is , 
If we change the form of a business letter so 
that it is like one shown in a book, we make 
it ____form to the pattern in the book. 


If your writing can be read, it is legible. If it 
can’t be read, it is 


g is not probable, you. 


practical, we Say it is ‘ 
r and your friend re- 
are ing: 


sponds, the two of you 


1 


N 


co-worker 


. coauthors 


. concurrent 


. conference 


. impolite 


. improbable 


. conform 


. illegible 


. impractical 


. Corresponding 


Il = 


D. Find the prefix in each word. Write ad- or ob-. 


1. admission 6. appoint 1. 
2. obtain 7. offering 2. 
A affix 8. arrest 3. 
= annul 9. attention 4. 

. affect 10. oblige 5. 


E. Think of a word with the prefix ad- 
each meaning given below. Keep in min 
the prefixes: 


ad: to or toward; near 
ob: to or toward; against 


2» ‘When a 


1. The Latin root vert means “turn. 
tention to- 


businessman wants to turn people’s at 
2 te his product, he it. 
. The word fluent means flowin 
country which has many riches 
it is i 
3. The Latin root struct means “to pile up.” If we 
find things piled up on a sidewalk, we say our 
4 Passage is 
< A rule that makes trouble and inconvenience 
for people weighs or presses against them. 
It is said to be ya. 


g A wealthy 
flowing toward 


ad- 
ob- 
ad- 
ad- 
ad- 


ad- 
ob- 
ad- 
ad- 
10. ob- 


WN A 


or ob- that matches 
d the meanings of 


. advertises 


ray 


2. affluent 


3. obstructed 


4. oppressive 


How to Say Not 
LESSON 1 7 in Several Ways 


The prefix un- is a useful 


hundreds of words. It has two meanings that are not very 
different: 


one to know because it appears in 


1. “not,” as in unlike 
2. ‘the opposite of,” as in untie 


Another prefix somewhat like 


un- is the prefix dis-, It has 
several meanings but the most frequent are: 


1. “not,” asin dishonest 


2. “‘the opposite of,” asin disagree 


You can see that un- and dis- have two mean 
mon. (Dis- has others.) Why are two such Prefixes needeq? 
Perhaps they aren’t both needed, but the truth is that you 
can’t use one in place of the other. You can’t say ion 
or unagree. ‘ a: : 

And the word unlike means “‘not like” while 
“the opposite of like.” 

So it is necessary to learn these prefixes well 

separated in your mind. A 
Te ‘dis. and un- mean “not.” Another prefix 
meaning is non-, as in nonresident or nonsense. 


ings in com- 


dislike meang 
and to keep 
With this 
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EXERCISES 


A. Which meaning does un- have in these words? Write 
not or opposite. 


1. uneasy 7, unfavorable inot 
2. unarmed 8. unfasten ` 2. not 
3. unwrap 9. unjust 3. opposite 
4. uncork 10. unlock 4. opposite 
5. unequal 11. unkind 5. not 
6. undress 12. unknown 6. opposite 


B. It was noted above that you can use un- and dis- as 
prefixes for the same base word: unlike and dislike. When this 
happens one prefix means “not” and the other means “oppo- 


site.” Can you tell which is which? 
Write not or opposite for the prefix meaning in each word 


below. 

1. unsatisfied 6. unlocated 1. not 

2. dissatisfied 7. unconnected 2. opposite 
3. unproved 8. disconnected 3. not 

4. disproved 9. unhonored 4. opposite 
5. dislocated 10. dishonored 5. opposite 


C. There are four prefixes that mean “not.” They are un-, 
dis-, non-, and in-. You can usually use only one of them to 
give this meaning of “not” to a particular base word. 

Decide which prefix goes with each word to give the mean- 


ing of not. Write un-, dis-, in-, or non-. 


1. resident 7. obedient 1. non- 
2. able 8. existent 2, un- 
3. athletic 9. convenient 3. un- 
4. complete 10. kind 4. in- 
5. comfortable 11. loyal 5. un- 
6. sense 12. equal 6. non- 


10. 


pon gn 


. not 
. opposite 
. not 
. opposite 
. not 


. not 


not 
not 


. opposite 


not 


opposite 
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LESSON 18 Prefixes That Tell Where 


You have already learned that 
clues to the meaning of a word. The 
meanings which they add to words 
When a prefix has only one meaning, you can always rely on 
it. For example, you can always rely on non- to mean “not.” 

When a prefix has two meanings—like in- or un-—you 
have to try both meanings in the sentence before you can be 
sure which one is working. If one makes sense, you have the 
right meaning. If it does not, then try the other meaning. 

Suppose you were to meet the following sentence: 

The doctor’s visits to the neighborhood were 
infrequent, and soon he gave up coming at all. 

Let’s suppose that you want to work out the meaning of 
infrequent. You see the prefix in-. If you try “within,” you 
might think the doctor was visiting within the neighborhood 
frequently. But the second part shows that this meaning 
makes no sense. So you try “not,” and the whole sentence 
makes sense. 

Now you will meet several prefixes, each 
or four meanings. One meaning for each prefix tells some- 
thing about place. You can try this meaning, but remember 
that it must make sense. If it does not, then one of the other 
meanings must be at work in the word. These are the prefixes 
and the meanings which tell something about place: 


many prefixes give you 
prefixes themselves have 
in which they appear. 


of which has three 


trans-:across 
circum-:around 
super-:over or above 
sub-:under or below 
inter-:between or among 
intra-:inside or within 


56 


EXERCISES 


A Choose the prefix that makes sense in each space. 
Write the prefix. 


1. 


2. 


= 


12. 


13. 


. If you take a trip 


. An airplane flight across t 


. The first railro 


. The person 


. If you draw 


A boat that can operate under water is 
= marine. 

The top part of a ship is called its 

—____ structure. 


. The man who is in charge of all the schools in a 


town is called the — intendent of schools. 
all around the world, 


you navigate it. 


. A contest between two schools is an 


school contest. 


. A bus that runs only within one state is an 


state bus. 
A game played between t 
grade teams in the same s 
school game. 


he fifth and sixth 
chool is an 


__atlantic flight. 
ad connecting the Atlantic 


ompleted in the 


and Pacific coasts was (3 i 
continental 


1860’s. It was the first 
railroad. 


who oversees the work of others 


iG, ge Or 

a circle around something, 
scribe it. 

flows underground is a 


you ——— 


A river that 
terranean river. 


A railway that runs between two cities is 
called an urban railway. 


he Atlantic is a 


N 


wo 


10. 


11. 


12. 


13. 


. submarine 


. superstructure 


. superintendent 


circumnavigate 


. interschool 


. intrastate 


. intraschool 


. transatlantic 


. transcontinental 


supervisor 


circumscribe 


subterranean 


interurban 
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B. The prefix super- has one meaning that is much more 
common than “above” or “over.” Super- also means 
“greater.” 

In the same way sub- not only means “under” or 
it also means “lesser in rank or position,” 

Decide which meaning of the prefix is at work in the 
italicized word. Write below, lesser, above, over, or greater. 


1. We drove west on the superhighway. 


“below,” 


1. greater 
2. The coach supervises the cafeteria at noon. 2. over 
3. We always shop at the supermarket 3. greater 
4. The new department store has a subbasement. 4. below 
5. My temperature is often subnormal. - 5. below 
6. A good officer takes care of his subordinates, 6. lesser 
7. You can ride twenty-five miles on the New 
York subways. 7. below 
8. The soil that lies under the rich topsoil js 
called subsoil. 8. ibelow 
9. In your textbook you find main headings and i 
subheads. Si pcso 
10. Our fast planes go at supersonic speed. A reatar 
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LESSON 19 More Prefixes 


The prefix mal- means “bad.” The prefix mis- means 
“wrong.” The two meanings are not the same. It is true 
that anything bad is also wrong, but it is not true that 
everything wrong is bad. 

One prefix means “good” 

The prefix ante- means “before or earlier.” The prefix 
post- means “after” or “later.” You know these prefixes from 
seeing them in expressions of time—5:00 A.M. (ante meridiem) 
and 5:00 P.M. (post meridiem). 

If you will keep these meanings in mind, these four prefixes 
will tell you a great deal about a great many words. 


or “well.” This is bene-. 


EXERCISES 


A. A list of meanings is given 
meaning with the right word under 
each meaning. 


under A. Match each 
B. Write the word for 


. A B 
1. to make a mistake in quoting a- beneficial 1. misquote 
2. to have no confidence in b. malevolent 
someone or something . 2 
3. to speak evil of someone c. mistrust 3 
4. someone who does evil d. benediction 4 
5. kind e. malefactor 5 
6. a blessing f. misfit 6 
7. evil g. benevolent 7 
8. favorable or helpful h. malign 8 
9. to fail to fit i. misquote 9 
10. to lead astray j. mislead 10. 


. mistrust 

. malign 

. malefactor 
. benevolent 
. benediction 
. malevolent 
. beneficial 

. misfit 


mislead 


B. Would you add mal- or mis- to the base words below in 
order to make a real word? Only one prefix will work in each 
case. 


Decide which prefix fits the space. Write the complete 
word. 


1, ____formed 6. _____ fortune 1. malformed 6. misfortune 
2. place 7 odor 2. misplace 7. malodor 
3. fit 8 judge - 3. misfit 8. misjudge 
4, _____nutrition 9. practice 4. malnutrition 9. malpractice 
5. informed 10. — manage 5 


» misinformed 10. mismanage 


C. A list of meanings is given under A. Match each 
meaning with the right word under B. Write 


i; the word for 
each meaning. 
A B 

1. a room through which you a. anteroom 

enter another room En 
2. something written after b. post-mortem ] 

ap dadded 2. postscript 
3. before the war c. antecedent S antebellum 
4. something that goes before d. postscript : cay 
5. to happen at an e. antebellum i 

eae ale 5. antedate 
6. after the war f. postwar é i 
7. after death g. antedate A a n 


7. post-mortem 
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LESSON 20 The a-, be-, and se- of Prefixes 


Of course you know your ABC’s. You can recite the 
alphabet backwards and forwards. You can start in the 
middle and go either way. Or can you? 

Now, just for fun, we are going to have a look at a different 
kind of ABC’s. These are the a-, be-, and se- that are used as 


prefixes. 

Let’s start with a-. Long ago in th 
language it meant “of,” “out,” and “up. 
last meaning in awake (wake up) and arise (rise up). 

Today, just about the only meaning you can find for a- is 
“on.” You can see this meaning in the following words: 


e early days of our 
» You can see this 


afoot aflame 
afloat aboard 
afire ashore 


The word above has an interesting history. You can see 
the prefix a- which here means “on.” The second part of 
above comes from the old word bufan meaning “high.” You 
might startle your friends some day by saying abufan instead 
of above. Then you can explain that above really means ‘‘on 


hig 23 

About is another word with an interesting history. Again 

you can see the prefix a-, which in this word originally meant 

“on? The bout comes from be-, meaning “by” and utan 
“outside.” Put them all together and you have 

“on by the outside.” This is the long, hard way to say 

All of the eighteen meanings of about come from 


“around.” 
g of “around.” 


this basic meanin 
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But where does around come from? Once again the a- 
originally meant “on.” All the sixteen meanings of around 
come from this basic meaning of “on a circle” or “in a circle.” 

Now let’s look at be-. The old meanings of this prefix have 
become lost. It is hard to find them in many of the words 
we use today. For example, the be- adds no meaning for us 
in words such as become, believe, before, or begin. 

Long ago, the prefix be- meant “around,” as in beset. A 
man beset by troubles had troubles all around him. Another 
old meaning of be- was “about,” as in bethink, which means 
“to think about.” A third old meaning of be- ig “ 
This meaning is still alive in our words 
thing is to make it foul or dirty. 
to understand, you can say it ha 

What do you suppose the be- 
and beneath? Your guess is as 
meaning of be- that is importan 
“to make.” 

Now to finish our ABC’s let’s look at t 
won’t find it in most dictionaries because it occurs in only a 
few words. It appears only in words that come from Latin, 
It means “without” or “apart” or “away.” To secede is “to 
go apart” or “to go away.” 

Seclude means “‘to shut away.” Secure means « 
care (cura).”’ Sedition is “a going away from one’s 
ment.” You can see the full force of se- in separate, 
apart.” 

The interesting thing about se- is that only the Romans 
used it as a prefix. All of the English words in which se- 
appears come straight from Latin words in which it also 
appeared. The makers of English did not add se- to their 
own words. They borrowed the whole word from Latin, the 
language of the Romans. 

Now you know your a-, be-, se’s. 


make.” 
today. To befoul some- 
If something is hard to see or 
s been befogged (made foggy). 
means in belie, behold, behind, ` 
good as anyone’s. The only 
t for you to keep in mind is 


he prefix se-. You 


Without 
govern- 
“to put 
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LESSON 2 1 A Review of Prefixes 


There was a good deal of fun in Lesson 20, but there was 
an important warning. You must not always expect prefixes 
to lead you to word meaning. You will remember that a- 
and be- have no meaning at all in many words. 

These prefixes once had meanings, but down through hun- 
dreds of years they have been lost. There are more than 
1000 English words with the prefix de-. In nearly 400 of 
them, the prefix has little or no meaning. The same is true 
of ad- which has no real meaning in 200 of the words in 


which it appears. 

The old Romans are respon 
had a way of adding a prefix jus 
make a new meaning. For example, they had the word 
solare, meaning “to make lonely.” To this word they added 


de- to make desolare, which also meant “to make lonely.” 
Our English word desolate comes from desolare, but you can 
see that the prefix de- adds no meaning to the original word. 

Nonetheless, a great many prefixes will give clues to word 
meaning. They will lead you to part of a word’s meaning. 
The rest you may get from other parts of the word and from 
context. Prefixes will be helpful to you if you do not expect 
too much from them. 


sible for much of this. They 
t to make a new word, not to 
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EXERCISES 


A. Write the word that fits the blank space in each sen- 


tence below. 


1. 


2. 


oR w 


17. 
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The prefix in- means “in” or “within” and 
also 


The prefix in- changes to ir-, -im, and il- 


before 
certain letters. Before the letter r, it changes 
to 

- The prefix in- changes to before m or P. 

. The prefix com- means ; 

. The prefix com- changes spelling when it appears 
before certain letters. When it comes before 
vowels, com- changes to y 

. Before the letter l, the prefix com- 
becomes : 

. Before the letter r, the com- becomes È 

. The prefix un- means “the Opposite of” and 
also 

. The prefix dis- means “not” and also é 

. Four prefixes that mean “not” are in-, un- 
dis-, and : 

. The prefix ad- means “to” or “toward” and 

. The prefix ob- also means “to or toward” but 
it has the additional meaning of 

. Before r, the prefix ad- changes to 

. Before f, the prefix ob- changes to : 

. The prefix ob- changes to oc- before c and 
to before p. 

. The four changeable prefixes are ad-, ob-, in-, 
and : 

The prefix ad- changes to before c and 
to before L. 


B. There are many prefixes that have more than one 
meaning. Among these are six prefixes, each of which has 


one meaning that tells “where.” 
Write the “where” meaning for each of the prefixes that 


follow. 


1. trans- 4, sub- 
2. circum- 5. inter- 
3. super- 6. intra- 


C. Write the word that fits the blank space correctly in 
each sentence. 


1. The prefix super- means not only “above” but 


also ___, as in superhighway. P 
2. The prefix sub- means not only “under” but 
also ____, as in subcontractor. 


. The prefix bene- means , as in beneficial. 


3 
4. The prefix mal- means 
5 
6 


. One meaning for the prefix mis- 1s 
, as in anteroom. 


- The prefix ante- means 


i inst 5. between or among 
Te 1e ae 6. inside or within 


ir- 14. of- 


+ im- 15. op- f 
wh 16. pas Exercise C 

co- 17. ac-; al- . greater 
col- . lesser in rank 

cor. Exercise B or position 

not 1. across : m 

- the opposite of 2. around . ba 

non 3. above . wrong 

near 4. under . before 


T 
A 
3 
4 
5. 
6 
7. 
8. 
9 
o. 
1. 


Hm 


LESSON 22 Suffixes: That Help Us Speak 


You know a great deal about the English language. It is a 
very difficult language to learn, but you have already mastered 
most of the difficulties. 

One thing you have learned is that 
order in which you use words. 
you get one meaning. Put it 
another meaning. 


There is an interesting thing about many English words: 
They change their form and spelling when they are moved 
around in a sentence. See what happens: 


The story will please you. 
Itis a pleasant story. 


Don’t miss the pleasure of this story. 


you have to watch the 
Put a word in one place and 
in another place and you get 


Now look at these sentence frames. 


i 4 They show you three 
different ways in which words are used 


in a sentence. 
1. I saw the S 

Any word that fits the blank space is a noun. 
2l a — _sthe' book. 

Any word that fits this blank Space is a 
3. I sawthe_—— book. 

Any word that fits this blank space describes 

the word book and is an adjective. 


verb. 
= 


Some words can be used as nouns, verbs, and 


adjectives 
without any change at all. 


The umpire has the right to stop the game. (noun) 
The boys can right the overturned boat. (verb) 
This is the right house. (adjective) 
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Mostly, we rely on suffixes—word parts added to the ends 
of words—to help us move words around in sentences. Usually 
these suffixes add no meaning to the word. Their job is to 
help us speak more easily. 

Here are some of the suffixes used to make nouns from 
other words: 


-ence -ity (-ty) -ment -ion -age 
-ance -ure -ness -ation 

Jling rules? 1. When a word 
dd a suffix that begins with 
uffixes begin with a vowel? 
hanges to i if a suffix is 


Do you remember your spe 
ends in e, the e is dropped if you a 
a vowel. How many of the noun s 
2. When a word ends in y, the y ¢ 
added (unless there is a vowel before the y). 
happy+-ness=happiness 


sane+-ity=sanity 
employ+-er=employer 


create+-or=creator 


EXERCISES 


A. In each sentence there 
sentence there is a word. Ad 
that the word will fit into the blank space. 


is a blank space. After each 
d one of the noun suffixes so 


1. We are constantly dazzled by the l 
bright 1. brightness 


of the colors. 


2. The ten shipwrecked sailors set up their 


owi govern 2. government 

3. The traffic rules are set up for your 
safe 3. safety 

4. Allen and Hope started off in the f 

wrong direct 4. direction 
5. All of us were surprised by Jim’s 

f appear 5 

6. Jane expressed a definite for 

the blue coat. prefer 6 


. appearance 


. preference 
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7. What’s the major _——Ć between the 


two books? differ 7. difference 
8. After the king’s —— , the thieves 
returned. depart 8. departure y 


B. Usually only one noun su 
word. We don’t say differment; 

Decide which of the nine su 
make a noun from each word. 


fix goes with a particular 
we say difference. 


j act 5 P ae 1. action 11. idleness 
G ae 13. o 2. sweetness 12, laziness | 
. safe . state 3. safety 13. statement 
4. argue 14. soft 4 
; . argument 14. softness 
5. invent 15. create 5. i 3 a 
f - invention 15. creation 
6. defy 16. guide 3 í 
A 6. defiance 16. guidance 
7. real 17. reside a! f 3 
7. reality 17. residence 
8. prevent 18. connect 8 A i 
a - Prevention 18, connection 
9. superior 19. observe 9. superiority 1 pa ) 
à . riori 9. van 
10. please 20. stupid 10. A E | 


- Pleasure 20. stupidity 

C. Now let’s work back from the 
‘which it was made. Here is a chan 
rules to work! 


Write the word from which each noun Was made, 


noun to the word from 
ce to put your Spelling 


1. amazement 11. accomplishment Dears y ae 
2. confusion 12. reality Zs coin X accomplis 
3. persistence 13. sensation Sieni je rèal 
4. imagination 14. pleasure A imaat * lg 
5. obedience 15. reliance 5. obey 15. FAA 
6. exposure 16. intensity 6. elpas as ot 
7. percentage L7. importance 7. percent 4." ees 
8. seizure 18. certainty 8. seize meas. 
9. addition 19. correspondence 9. add oreda 
10. variety 20. ability 10. vary 20: abe 
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LESSON 23 More Useful Suffixes 


s used to describe or to point out some 
g. We need adjectives to tell 
hind we are talking about. 

ave suffixes at hand to make 
thout changing the meaning. 


Adjectives are word: 
quality in a person or thin 
which one, how many, or what 

It is a great convenience to h 
adjectives out of other words wi 
For example, if you are talking about atoms and want to 
speak of energy produced from atoms, you reach for a suffix. 
It happens to be -ic, and your word is atomic. You then 


speak of atomic energy- 


Here are some of the suffixes that we use to make adjectives: 


-al -ic (-tic) 


-ive -ant 
-ary 


-y -ent 
You have to be careful with these suffixes. Sometimes you 


find them at the end of nouns or verbs. 
beauty (noun) animal ( noun) 
marry (verb) occupant (noun) 
There are three useful suffixes used to make verbs from 
other words: -fy, -ize, -e”- 
clear-+-fy=clarify 
real+--ize=realize 
bright+-en=brighten 
e meaning “to make.” 


The endings -fy and -en have th 
ke it clear. When you 


When you clarify some thing, you Ma 
brighten something, you make it bright. 
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EXERCISES 


A. Usually only one of the suffixes listed on page 69 can be 
added to a word to make it an adjective. 

Decide which suffix you can use to make an adjective from 
each word. Add the suffix. Write the n 


ew word. 
1. expect 11. attract 1. expectant 11. 
2. resist 12. imagine 2. resistant 12. 
3. suggest 13. offense 3. suggestive 13. 
4. ice 14. photograph 4. icy 14. 
5. ration 15. angel 5. rational 15 
6. product 16. prime 6. productive 16. 
7. create 17. noise 7. creative 17. 
8. person 18. nature 8. personal 18. 
9. relate 19. magnet 9. relative 19 
10. differ 20. critic 10. different 20. 


B. Make a verb from each word below by addi 
suffix. Write the new verb. You will have to oh. - 
spelling changes. a 


1. glamor 7. real ae 
2. length 8. critic x 3 amorize 7, 
- lengthen 8. 
3. glory 9. horror AE 
4. pure 10. hypnotism i Hinh 9. 
5. sympathy 11. sweet be _ 0 
6. broad 12. dignity . YMpathize 11, 
- broaden 12. 
C. In each sentence there is a blank space. After Sak 
sentence there is a word. Add the right suffix to make the 
word fit the space. Write the new word. 
1. Did you know you can water 
by boiling it? pure i 
2. I think two copies of the book will be . 
suffice 3 


70 


attractive 
imaginary 
offensive 
photographic 
angelic 
primary 


noisy 


. natural 


magnetic 


. critical 


realize 
criticize 
horrify 
hypnotize 
sweeten 


dignify 


Purify 


- Sufficient 


3. One way to sort things out is to 


them. class 3 
4. Can you the weights in the 
front and back of the canoe? equal 4. 
5. Dan began to wonder if his hopes for 
a new bike would ever : material 5. 
6. The idea of selling the food was not 
with Mike. origin 6. 
7. The boys organized a search 
for the watch. system 7 
8. There was a storm along 
the coast. violence 8. 
9. The doctor from Kentucky madea 
very ______ speech. impress ə. 
10. The class will _____. the story of 
Tom Sawyer. drama 10. 
11. It was perfectly —— t° want 
to go home. nature 11. 
12. The speech was to many 
offense 12. 


D. Match the meanings under 


of the people. 


B to the words under A. 


Write the correct meaning for each word. 


= 


A 


- sterilize 


magnify 
minimize 
modify 
verify 
justify 
publicize 
ratify 


. modernize 
. beautify 


PRmreche Tp 


Se ee 


. to change slightly 


. to make beautiful 


j. to approve or confirm 


B 


to make new and up-to-date 
to show something is just 


to make smaller 
to promote or advertise 


to make pure or sterile 
to make bigger 


to test the truth 


PON aAnawnrnr 


= 
9 


. classify 


equalize 


materialize 


original 


. systematic 


violent 


impressive 


dramatize 


natural 


offensive 


Feo = bh aa Ns 


71 


LESSON 24 Suffixes That Add Meaning 


The suffixes we have met up to this point add little mean- 
ing. Their job is to make one part of speech out of another so 
that we can use a word in different positions in the sentence. 

There are many noun and adjective suffixes, however, 
that do add meaning to words. If you know the me 
these suffixes, you can use them 
the words in which they appear. 


Noun Suffixes Meaning ‘‘A Person Who” 


anings of 
to unlock the meanings of 


or “A Thing Which” 
An actor is a person who acts in a play. An elevator is a 
thing which elevates or lifts. The suffix -or is one of several 
noun suffixes which mean “a person who” or “a thing which” 
does something. Here are some others: 
-ist as in chemist 
-ess as in waitress (-ess refers to 
-eer as in engineer 
-ier as in cashier 
-ster as in gangster 
-ian as in musician 


females) 


Other Noun Suffixes That Add Meaning 
-itis: inflammation (appendicitis) 
-archy: form of government (monarchy) 
-ard (-art): one who does something too much (braggart) 
-cide: killer or killing (homicide) 
-fication: making, creating, causing (glorification) 


-ee: the receiver of an action, gift, or benefit (employee) 
-hood: a whole group (priesthood) 

-dom: rank of or state of (freedom) 

-ship: state of (friendship) 
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Adjective Suffixes That Add Meaning 


-fold: times as many (tenfold) 
-less: absence of, taking away from 
-most: forms superlative (foremost) 


EXERCISES 


A. What clues do the suffixes give you to the meanings of 
the following words? Write the suffix and its meaning. 


T appendicitis 1. -itis: inflammation 
2, refugee 2. -ee: receiver of an action 
3. sluggard 3. -ard: one who does something 
4 : too much 
* payee 4. -ee: receiver of an action 
5. braggart 5. -art: one who does something 
6. patricide toomuch Aa 
6. -cide: killer or killing 
7. boyhood 7. -hood: a whole group 
8. ratification 8. -fication: making, creating, or 
9 ‘ causing 
. patriarchy 9. -archy: form of government 
10. kingdom 10. -dom: rank o ; 
1 j - . 11. -fication: making, creating, 
a Justification or causing 
- hindmost 12. -most: superlative 
13. fellowship 13. -ship: state of 
l4. forem 14. -most: superlative 
ost 15. -less: absence of, 
16. -fication: making, creating, 


15, faithless | 
16, personification or causing 


B. Here is a list of meanings. By! 
i. ake a word which adds the meaning a 

hing which.” Write the new word. 
. pianist 


1. one wh iano : 
o plays the p 2. engineer 


By using a noun prefix, 
‘e, 
person who” or “a 


2. one who runs an engine span 
3. a lady hos 3. hostess 
4. a woman who acts in the movies N 4. e 
5. a thing that carries or conducts electricity i pe: F 
6. druggis 
6. a man who runs a drugstore a 23 


-fold -less -most 
1. two 6. hundred 1. twofold 6 
2. tire 7. life 2. tireless 7 
3. many 8. fore 3. manifold 8 
4. upper 9. comfort 4. uppermost 9 
5. outer 10. speech 5. outermost 10, 


D. The adjective endings -ous and -ful both mean 
By adding the suffixes -ful and 
following words. You will hav 
some of the words before adding -ous 


1. caution 6. hope 1. cautious 6 
2. ambition 7. awe 2. ambitious 7 
3. care 8. curiosity 3. careful 8 
4. fame 9. courtesy , 

2 4. famous 9 
5. vary 10. delight 5. various 10 


E. The suffix -able, which so 


: metimes appears as 
-ible, has these meanings: 


-ble, or 


1. ‘‘able to be,” as in movable 

2. “worth,” as in likable 

3. ‘‘making,” as in Comfortable 
Decide which meaning the suffix 


£ adds to each word. 
Write able to be, worth, or making. 


1. valuable 6. washable BWA à 
2. defensible 7. pleasurable 2-abletohe 7 
3. notable 8. observable N j 
4. admirable 9. comparable 4. worth 9 
5. terrible 10. predictable 5. making 49 
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. hundredfold 


. lifeless 


. foremost 


. comfortless 


speechless 


. hopeful 


. awful 


curious 


. courteous 


delightful 


- able to be 
- making 

- able to be 
. able to be 
. able to be 


LESSON 2 5 A Review of Suffixes 


A. Some suffixes are used only to help us use a word in a 


different place in the sentence. They are called noun suffixes, 


verb suffixes, and adjective suffixes. 
Decide which part of speech is made by each suffix. Write 


noun, verb, or adjective. 


1. -ive 8. -ity 
2. -ness 9. -y 

3. -ize 10. -ation 
4. -ment 11. -ant 
5. -en 12. -ure 
6. -ish 13. -al 

7. -ance 14. -ify 


B. Some noun suffixes add meaning to the words in which 


they appear. i : 
For each suffix under A find the meaning under B. Write 


the letter that stands before the meaning. 


A B 
1. -ist a. receiver of an action, gift, or benefit 
2. -ee b. one who does something too much 
3. -ard (t) c. inflammation 
4. cide d. a person who or thing which 
5. -ship e. making, creating, OF causing 
6. itis f. rank, status, or office 
7. -fication g. killer or killing 
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C. Three columns are shown, one each 
adjectives. A word appears under one 
By adding or dropping suffixes, change the word so that it 
will fit under the other columns. That is, if the word is a 
noun, change the suffix to make it a verb and an adjective, 


for nouns, verb, and 
of these columns. 


Noun Verb Adjective 
1. sweet 
2. z real 
3. critic 
4. nationalize 
De) deere beautiful 
6. please 
7. purity 
8. glory ss 
9. defy 
10. creative 


D. Some adjective suffixes add meani 
which they appear. 


Match the meanings under B to the suffi 


ng to the words in 


xes listed under A. 
One suffix has three meanings. 
A B 
1. -fold a. absence of 
2. -less b. able to be 
3. -able (-ible, -ble) c. superlative 
4. -ful d. full of 
5. -most e. times as many, or as large 
f. worth 
g. making 
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p> There is a blank space in each sentence and a word to 
e right of each sentence. Change the word so that it will 
fit in the space. Write the word. 


1. We asked the ——— for some 
new books. library 
2. Bob started out as an ——— 
of the bank. employ 
3. It was a party. delight 
4. Dad said the charge for repairs 
was outrage 
5. Mr. Jenkins was known as an 
man. honor 
6. We didn’t have a chance. The 
situation was 3 hope 
violin 


7. Jane’s sister is a fine 


Exercise D 


Exercise A Exercise 
1. e 


1. adjective 1. d 
. noun 2.a 
. verb e 3. b, f, g 
. noun . 4d 
5. c 
i eee Exercise C 
noun 1. sweetness; sweeten 
. noun 2. reality; realize 
9. adjective 3. criticize; critical 
. noun 4. nationality; national 
. adjective 5, beauty; beautify 
6. pleasure; pleasant 
7. 
8. 
9. 


B 
2. 
4. 
6. 


Exercise E 

1. librarian 

. employee 

. delightful 

. outrageous 
. honorable 
. hopeless 


noun Fi 
purify; pure 
. violinist 


. adjective $ 4 
. verb glorify; glorious 
defiance; defiant 


10. creation; create 


26 Base Words 
LESSON and Vocabulary Growth 


There are hundreds of thousands of English words and 
several million meanings for you to cope with. Fortunately, 
you do not have to learn the language one word at a time. 
You learn words in groups. 

You can learn words in groups because of base words to 
which prefixes and suffixes are added. The meanings of the 
base word carry over to the words built from it. This is how 
you learned word groups such as the following: 


add: addition, additional, additionally, additive 
act: action, inaction, active, inactive, actively 


fortune: misfortune, fortunate, unfortunate, unfortunately 


Clearly, the ability to recognize base words is very helpful 
It will help you unlock thousands of long, hard-looking Zords, 
It will help you both to pronounce them and to get ter 
meaning. 

You must keep in mind that the spelling of the base word 
may change when suffixes are added. Three spelling rules 
will help you note these changes: | 


1. The final y in words like hurry changes t 
suffixes are added, unless there is a vow 
the y: hurry, hurries. 


© i when 
el before | 


2. The final e is dropped when a suffix that begins with 
a vowel is added: wake, waking, wakeful. 


3. In short words like hop, ending with one vowel and 
one consonant, the consonant is doubled when a 
suffix is added: hopping, stoppage, funny. 


There are three other changes to keep 
are trying to spot a base word: 


1. Sometimes vowels are dropped: 
repair—reparation (the iis dropped) 
denounce—denunciation (the o is dropped) 
anger—angry (the e is dropped) 

s consonants are changed: 

he d changes to s) 

ar ges to ss) 7 

b changes to p) 


2. Sometime: 
defend—defensible (t 
omit—omission (the t chan 
describe—description (the 


3. Sometimes letters are added: 


act—actual (u is added) 
obey—obedient (d is added) 


that two changes have taken 
rted out as anger. First anger 
d. Then -ly was added and 


In some words you can see 
place. For example, angrily sta 
became angry, with the e droppe 
the y in angry changed to iu 

There are many words in which an € seems to get changed 

has been a double change 


to Eee i. In most of them, there 
noise—noisy—noisily). In others, there is only one change: 


active—activity; space—spacious. 


in mind when you 
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EXERCISES 


A. Let’s start first as word builders to see how 
are made. 


Add the endings given. Write the new word. 


1. marry +-age 9. rely+-ance 1 
2. worry +-some 10. create +--ion 2 
3. fog+-y 11. fame+--ous 3. 
4. run+-ing 12. fate+-al 4 
5. fancy +-ful 13. narrate+-or 5 
6. apply +-ance 14. lazy +-ly 6 
7. spot+-er 15. vary+-able 7 
8. carry +-age 16. ton+-age 8 


B. Now let’s try the words in 
Look for the real base (for exampl 
of easily). 

Find the base word. Write it. 


1. noisily 6. sanity 1 
2. gracious 7. competitor 2 
3. crazily 8. conical 3 
4. scarcity 9. codify 4 
5. simplify 10. purity 5 


C. The next step is to find the base wor 
are left out or consonants are changed. W: 


. grammatical 9. hatred 


l i 
2. clarity 10. permission 2. 
3. numerical 11. reception z 
4. argument 12. scientific 4 
5. truly 13. productive 5; 
6. explanation 14. frequency é 
7. spatial 15. muscular 7. 
8. reparation 16. metric 8 
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changes 


- Marriage 


+ Worrisome 


foggy 


+ running 

. fanciful 

. appliance 
- Spotter 

+ Carriage 


which the e changes to i. 
e, ease not easy, is the base 


+ Noise 
. grace 
. Craze 
- Scarce 
- Simple 


d in which vowels 
rite the base word. 


grammar 
clear 


+ Number 


+ argue 


true 


- explain 


Space 


- repair 


9. reliance 


10. creation 
11. famous 
12. fatal 

13. narrator 
14. lazily 

15. variable 
16. tonnage 


sane 


6 
7. compete 
8 


. cone 


9. code 


10. pure 


9. hate 
10. permit 
11. receive 
12. science 
13. produce 
14. frequent 
15. muscie 
16. meter 


D. There are a number of words in which the letter u has 


been added before the suffix: grade+-al = gradual. 
Find the base word and write it. 


courage, scourge, encoura 


l. factual 6. usual 1. fact 6. use 
2. contemptuous 7. eventual 2. contempt 7. event 
3. sensual 8. circular 3. sense 8. circle 
4. graduate 9. tabular 4. grade 9. table 
5. effectual 10. glandular 5. effect 10. gland 
E. Now you are ready to find a base word when both 
suffix and prefix have been added. Write the base word. 
Some words have two prefixes or two suffixes. 
1. ineffectual 11. reforestation 1. effect 11. forest 
2. reformation 12. uneventful 2. form 12. event 
3. depressant 13. innumerable 3. press 13. number 
4. disarming 14. ungracious 4. arm 14. grace 
5. rearrangement 15. returning 5, arrange 15. turn 
6. immovable 16. uneasily 6. move 16. ease 
7. restatement 17. inflammation 7. state 17. flame 
8. disability 18. unsteadily 8. able 18. steady 
9. indifferent 19. repressive 9. differ 19. press 
10. enclosure 20. confirmation 10. close 20. firm 
F. All the words but one in each line come from the same 
base: word.. Rina oeron word which has a different base. 
1. hypnosis, hypnotic, hypodermic, hypnotism 1. hypodermic 
2. confide, confidence, unconfident, configuration 2. configuration 
3. stupor, stupid, stipend, stupidity 3. stipend 
4. sane, sanitary, sanity, insanity 4. sanitary 
5. hone, honor, dishonor, honorable 5. hone 
6. favor, unfavorably, flavoring, favoritism 6. flavoring 
7, partner, pardon, unpardonable, pardonably 7. partner 
8 ge, discourage 8. scourge 
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LESSON 27 The Meanings of Base Words 


Base words are useful in working out the meaning of a 
new word, but you must be careful with them. Otherwise, 
you will fall into a trap. 

You have the skills and knowledge required to stay out of 
the trap. You know that most common words in English have 
more than one meaning. You know that base words usually 
have more than one meaning. Do not fall into the trap of 
giving the same meaning of a base word to all words built 
from it. 

Take the word arm, for example. You know that it means 
(1) a part of the body and (2) a gun or weapon. Which of 


these meanings applies to the underlined words in these 
sentences: 


The police quickly disarmed the bandits. 
Helen arrived with an armful of wood. 


You are right! To disarm someone is not to cut his arms 
off, but to take his gun or weapon away from him. An armful 
refers to a part of the body. 

If a base word has more than one meaning, how can you 
tell which meaning it has in a particular word? You can’t 
tell unless the word is used in a sentence. But when you see 
a word like disarm in a sentence, you choose the meaning of 
the base word that makes sense in the sentence. 

It is important to remember that prefixes, suffixes, and 
base words give you only a clue to a word’s meaning. Which 
of a word’s meanings is at work depends upon the meaning 
of the rest of the sentence. 

This is what we mean when we say that context determines 
meaning. 
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EXERCISES 


A. The word claim means (1) to demand something be- 
cause it belongs to you and (2) to state as a fact. Decide 
which meaning the base word claim has in these sentences. 
Write demand or state. 


1. The lawyer prepared a disclaimer, denying that 


his client had been near the fire. 1. state 
2. The lifeguards were acclaimed as heroes. 2. state 
3. The soldiers proclaimed their leader to be king. 3. state 
4. The claimant signed a paper stating that the lost 

car was his. 4, demand 


5. The unclaimed packages left on the trains are 
sold at the end of the year. 


5. demand 


B. The word sound may mean (1) free from defect or 
weakness and (2) something that can be heard. Decide which 
meaning the base word sound has in these sentences. Write 


free from defect or heard. 


l. Bryan’s voice resounded through the hall. 1. heard 
. We could see the soundness of Grace’s plan. 2. free from defect 
3. heard 


2 

3. The village lay soundless under the snow. 

4. Barrett believed that the mayor’s reasons for 
closing the school were unsound. , 

5. Harris usually works soundly in preparing a case 
to be tried in court. 5, free from defect 


4. free from defect 


to tie or fasten together 


C. dhi ean (1) 
The word bind may m t. Decide which mean- 


and (2) to put under oath or contrac 


ing the base word bind has in each sentence. Write tie or 
Contract, 
1. Helen made a binding agreement with Joe. dccoatract 
2. The printed pages are then sent to the bindery 

2. tie 


to be put together into a book. é 


3. The trouble with the bandage is that it is hard 


to unbind. 


4, You have to rebind the pieces of wood with 


stout cord and cover them with glue. 


3. tie 


4, tie 


D. The word present may mean (1) here and now and (2) 
to offer something for inspection or as a gift. Decide which 


meaning the base word present has in each sentence. 


here and now or offer. 


1. Ben changed his shirt and washed up so that he 
would look presentable. 

2. Mr. Adams just said he thinks the bus will 
arrive presently. 

3. Some old meanings of words do no 
present-day English. 

4. Dan offered to represent th 
the student council. 


5. Eve made the presentation of our gift to the high 
school teachers, 


t appear in 


e wishes of our class to 


E. The word join may mean 
or (2) to take one’s place in a 
of the base word join a 
together or take one’s place. 


1. Bill left home on New Year’s da 
company in the Marines. 

2. The speaker’s remarks seeme 
and disjointed. 

3. Refreshments will be served in the a 
room. 

4, When two small school districts are changed into 
one large district, the result is called jointure, 

5. A person who belongs to many clubs and groups 
is called a joiner. 
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y to rejoin his 
d to be rambling 


djoining 


N = 


5. 


Write 


. offer 


. here and now 


. here and now 


. offer 


offer 


(1) to place things together 
group. Decide which meaning 
ppears in each sentence. Write place 


. take one’s place 
- place together 
+ place together 
- place together 


. take one’s place 


LESSON Help from Latin Roots 


More than 2000 years ago the Greeks created one of the 
great civilizations of all time. Later they were conquered 
by the Romans, but really the Romans were conquered by 
the arts and learning of the Greeks. For hundreds of years 
Roman children were taught by Greek teachers. As you 
might guess, many Greek words were taken over by the 
Romans and made a part of their language. Today this 
language is called Latin. 

Latin, with its Greek additions, became the language of all 
Europe as the Romans became its master. In 1066 A.D. 
England was conquered by the Normans, who came from 
northern France and brought the Greek-Latin language with 


them. 
Two hundred years later ( 


English language began. It was 
Latin words taken over from the Norman conquerors. Of 


course, in time, these Latin words were changed in spelling 
and pronunciation. We use thousands of these words today. 

A great number of Latin-based words came into English in 
the 1500’s and 1600’s. At that time there was a great new 
interest in Latin literature. Everyone who went to school 
learned to read Latin. As a result many Latin words were 
put into common use, and people learned them whether they 
went to school or not. - 

Like English, the Latin and Greek languages had many 
prefixes and suffixes. In fact, most of the prefixes and suffixes 
that we use today come from ancient Latin and Greek. 

In addition, thousands of English words are made from 
Greek and Latin roots. We use them as the central parts of 
Our words just as we use English base words like press and form. 


about 1250 A.D.), our modern 
heavily laden with Greek- 


Some of these Latin roots have several meanings, so that 
they are not much help in figuring out the meaning of an un- 
familiar English word. But many have a regular meaning 
that we can count on. 

One of these is ject meaning “throw.” You see the root in 
words like deject, reject, and subject. 


EXERCISES 


A. Can you figure out a meaning for words with Latin 
roots? 


Using the prefix meanings given below, match the meanings 
under A with the words under B. Write the word that fits 


each meaning. 
Prefixes 

e-:out in-:in or not 

de-:down sub-:under or less than 

ve-:back or again pro-:ahead or in place of 

ex-:out ad-:at, to, or towards 

A B 

1. to put or throw into a. project 1 
2. a plan thrown ahead or b. deject 


designed for the future 


2 
3. to throw back c. subject 3 
4. throw or cast down d. reject 4 
5. throw or place under e. eject 5 
6. throw out f. inject é 


+ inject 


. project 
+ reject 
. deject 
« Subject 
. eject 


B. Two meanings for each underlined word are given 
below each sentence. Using the prefix meanings given in A 
above and your own knowledge of suffixes, decide which is 
right. Write a or b. 

1. The capsule in which the astronaut is seated can 
be ejected from the rocket. 
a. separated or thrown out 

b. turned around 
2. Our request for a holiday was rejected. 

a. well received 

b. denied or thrown back 
3. The prisoners were subjected t 

a. released from 

b. placed under 

4. Bob was given an injection to relieve his pain. 
a. something put in 
b. something taken away 


o hours of torture. 


“send.” It also appears as 
refixes and suffixes, decide 
Write a or b. 


C. The Latin root mit means 
miss. Using your knowledge of p 
which meaning is right for the italicized word. 
1. The package began to emit strange noises. 

a. send out 

b. receive 

2. You can remit what you owe us nex 
a. forget 
b. send back 

3. The bus passengers su 
a. underwent 

b. enjoyed 
4. Jan’s father was a church mis 

a. someone sent out by a church 
b, someone who joined a church 


+ month. 


bmitted to crowded rides. 


sionary in Africa. 
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LESSON 29 More About Roots 


Here are four more Latin roots that you will find in many 
English words. 


Port: carry, as in import and export 
tract: draw, as in retract or subtract 
vis (vid): look or see, as in vision 

volv: roll, as in revolves 


EXERCISES 


A. Can you find the Latin root in common English words? 
Find the root in each of the following words. 


h 3 Write the 
root and its meaning. 
1. revision ; 6. reporter 1. vis: look 6 
2. deportation 7. envision 2 

5 + Port: carry z 
3. extraction 8. devolve 3. tract: draw g 
4. revolver 9. importer 4. volv: roll 9 
5. contractor 10. subtraction 5 


B. Using what you know about word parts, 
right meaning for the italicized word from those 
each sentence. 

Write a or b. 


1. The ship was invisible in the darkness and fog, 
a. not present 
b. not capable of being seen 

2. From their discussion, the men evolved a plan 
of escape. 
a. abandoned 
b. created 


choose the 
given below 


i. 


. port: carry 
« Vis: look 
» volv: roll 


+ port: carry 
» tract: draw 10, 


tract: draw 


. Water expands when it gets cold enough, but 
many other substances contract in the cold. 

a. fall apart 

b. draw together 

. The man in charge of the many S 
engaged in putting up a new b 
contractor. 

a. one who draws togethe 
b. a man who plans a building 
- The apostrophe must be use 
contraction. 

a. an abbreviation 

b. the joining of two words into one 
. The dentist extracted Bob’s bad tooth. 
a. drew, or pulled, out 

b. repaired or cured 
- Our attention was 
machines working ne 
a. helped 

b. drawn away 


killed workmen 
uilding is the 


r the work of others 


d in writing 4 


distracted by the noise of 


xt door. 


8. The criminal was ordered to be deported from 
the country. 
a. carried out or sent away 
b. brought into the city 

9. Mary will go to the meeting and report to us 
on what happens. 
a. carry back 
b. carry away 

10. No provision had been made for feeding the 
visitors. 
a. place 


b. a plan or looking ahead 10. b 


C. Can you figure out meanings for words with Latin roots? 

Using your knowledge of prefixes and suffixes, match the 
meanings under A with the words under B. Write the word 
that fits each meaning. Look back for the meanings of 
prefixes if you need to. 


A B 
1. one who looks over the work a. attract ; 
1. supervisor 
of others 
2. to draw out b. retraction 2 
+ extract 
3. to hold up c. extract P. 
4. to roll around again d. portable i pp 
i « revolve 
and again 
5. to change something after e. support 5. revise 
looking at it again 
6. a withdrawing or taking back f. involve ereta cilon 
7. capable of being carried 8. revolve 2. portable 
8. to draw to h. provicon 8. attract 
9. a look ahead Levisen 9. provision 
10. to roll into something J. supervisor 10. involve 


LESSON 30 Still More Latin Roots 


atin roots in many English 
pellings, as you will see. A 
f these roots will often give 


You will find the following L 


knowledge of the basic meaning © 

you clues to the meaning of 3 
There is no other way to learn them than to memorize them. 
Befor try to memorize them. In the exercises 
e you go on, UY over and over so that it 


that follow, you will meet the roots 


will be helpful to learn them now. 

cid (cis): to cut crede: to believe 

clud (clus): to shut Voc (vok): to call 

scrib (script): to write duc: to lead 
EXERCISES 

A. Find the root in each word below. Write it with its 

meaning- 
1 exclusion 6. inscription 1. clud: shut 6 
2. invoke 7. provoke 2. vok: call 7 
a conduct 8. include 3. duc: lead 8. 
4 credit 9. induction 4. crede: believe 9 
5. decision 10. describe 5. cis: cut 10, 


. script: write 
. vok: call 


clud: shut 


. duc: lead 


scrib: write 
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B. Turn to Pages 50-65 
From what you know of wo 
better for the italicized wor 


for a review of prefix meanings. 
rd parts decide which meaning is 
d in each sentence, 


1. The doctor made a lon 
a. mark 
b. cut into 
2. Helen took the doctor’s Prescription to the drug- 
store, 
a. book 
b. written directi 
3. The old man li 
hillside cabin. 
a. one who is shut off from the world 


b. one who is busy with his own affairs 
4. The recent discover 


jes in Science are almost 

incredible, 
a. too difficult to understand 
b. not believable 

5. Because Les was jealo: 
story of finding the ol 
a. tell it first 
b. make people unwilling to believe 


6. John’s brother was inducted into the Army 
yesterday. 


a. led into 
b. given a sight of 
7. The man was found in 
France. (se means away) 
a. famous 
b. shut away from the world 
8. Helen’s study of our problem w 
a. it was dull and boring 


b. it cut through to the heart of the problem 
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g incision in Jim’s arm. 


Ons for making a medicine 
ved the life of a recluse in his 


us, he tried 


to discredit our 
d ruins, 


a secluded Village in 


as incisive, 


N 


ESS 2 
LESSON 31 Using Word Parts Sensibly 


words and meanings is to 


d unfamiliar words. This 
meets new words as 


(0) 
Pel cot ah tes for studying 
is an ra ill in dealing with new an 
long as ie skill because everyone 

ie a to read and to liste 
meanin ook you have learned two ways to figure out new 
second gs. The first is through the use of context clues. The 
one i. through the use of word parts. Whether you use 
Pils a od or the other, the meaning you give to a word must 

a in the passage you are reading. ; 
That ar ave learned some O bout word meanings 
that re very important. you have learned 
i most common words hav one meaning. You 

ave learned that you never get ord’s meanings 1m 
w one encounter with it. You have learned that words add 

eanings as they arè applied to new experiences. | 

m about using prefixes, 


Now, there is something else to lear t 
suffixes, and roots OY bases t word meaning. If you add 


the meaning of a prefix an f a suffix to the 


Meaning of a root, you get | for a word. 
This is called the literal meaning- 
Let’s try this method and see what happens- Let’s take 
the interesti word prepes analysis. The prefix 
eresting W” pefore.” The prefix post- means “after.” 


n. 


to ge s 
d the meaning © 


t only one meaning 


pre- usually means » “rortaini 
The suffix -ous means “ siil ga aai taining ; 
terized by? NOW add these together to get the literal mean- 
ing: 
pre- post- -ous 
after full of 


p= 
pefore 
“ 

contrary to nature, reason, or common 


means 
You can see that there is little in 


Pre, osterous T. 
ane d, ridiculous.” 
? 
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the literal meaning to guide you to what the word means for 
us today. Originally, in Latin the word meant “with the first 
last and the last first,” which indeed is something absurd and 
ridiculous. 

You will remember learning in Lessons 20 and 21 that in 
many words today, prefixes have no meaning. This is true 
of many words beginning with a- and be-. It is also true of 
many words in which the old Romans added prefixes to their 
Latin words, apparently just to have another word to use. 
These Latin words were brought over into English with their 
meaningless prefixes, so that they have no meaning in English 
words either. 

Used sensibly, word parts can give you clues to meaning. 
They cannot give you the whole of a word’s meaning nor all 
of a word’s meanings. 


EXERCISES 


A. The word induce comes from the Latin root duc mean- 
ing “to lead” and the prefix in- meaning “in.” The word is 
used with a different meaning in each sentence below. 

For which meanings are the root and prefix helpful? 
Write yes or no. 

1. The salesman induced us to bu 
(persuaded) 

2. Drowsiness in the afternoon is induced b 
too much for lunch. (caused) 

3. From these experiences we can induce the con- 
clusion that many accidents are caused by taking 
needless risks. (draw) 

4. The broker was unable to induce Mr. Jones to 
buy the stock. (persuade) 

5. Primitive living conditions induced many people 
to leave the area. (influenced) 
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y an encyclopedia. 


y eating 


wu 


» ho 


. yes 


- no 


B. The word infamous is composed of in- meaning “not,” 
fame, and -ous meaning “full of,” or “characterized by.” 

To which meanings of infamous in the following sentences 
do the word’s parts lead you? Write yes or no. 


1. The infamous pirate Blackbeard was killed by 


Captain Maynard. (evil) 1. no 
2. While in office, Boss Tweed was guilty of infamous 
acts of greed and graft. (scandalous) 2, no 


3. The treatment of American prisoners was 
infamous. (outrageous) 


C. The word unstable is composed of un- meaning “not,” 
the root sta which means “to stand” and the suffix -able 
which means “able.” 

To which meanings of unstable 
do the word’s parts lead you? Write yes or no. 


1. The shifting sands and the tides had made the 
dock unstable. (not firm or steady) 1. yes 
2. In some parts of our country the water supply 
is unstable. (changeable, not constant) 
8. The explorers soon found that as workers the 
natives were unstable. (not reliable) 
4. Phil has left so many jobs that people think he 
is unstable. (unsettled emotionally) 4. yes 


in the following sentences 


D. The word catastrophe is composed of cata- meaning 
ing “to turn.” 


“down” and “strophe”’ meann 
Try again. Write yes or no- 
1. The tidal wave brought catastrophe to the village, 
leaving not a single house standing. (ruin) Ano 
2. In a single moment, catastrophe on the highway 


wiped out the family. (disaster) 
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LESSON 32 A Review of Word Parts 


There are many ways in which English words are made 
from one another. In addition, thousands of English words 
have been formed by adding prefixes and suffixes to Latin or 
Greek roots. 

Knowing about word formation is a great help in reading. 
If you can recognize prefixes and suffixes, you can attack a 


long word and get a good deal of meaning for it. There are 
two steps to follow: 


1. Drop off the prefixes and suffixes to find the 
base word or root. 


2. Add back the meanings of the prefixes and 
suffixes to the base word or roat. 


If you recognize the base word or root, you can get a 
fairly good idea of the meaning of the word. But you must 
always try this meaning in the context of the sentence. If it 
makes sense in the sentence, you know you are right. If your 
meaning doesn’t make sense, write the word down and look 
it up in the dictionary. 

Even when you don’t recognize the base word or the root, 
the prefixes and suffixes will give you some meaning for the 
word you are attacking. You should always keep in mind 
that this kind of word attack seldom gives you an exact 
meaning and never gives you all the meanings of a word. As 
you meet the word again and again in your reading, 


you will 
increase your understanding of it. 


Note: Some words may have as many as two or three pre- 
fixes or suffixes. You will have to drop off all of them to get 
at the root or base word. 
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EXERCISES 
A. Can you recognize prefixes and suffixes? Write the pre- 
fixes and suffixes in the words below. 


ro 


B. The first word in each grou 
know. Add the suffix that appear 
of the two words below it. Remem 


1. 6. 


SCOMNAAAWNHE 


. roomful 

. restless 

. unsafe 

. disarm 

. disarming 


meaningless 


. impressionable 
. deserve 

. undeserving 

. likely 


waitress 
act 
host 


. summarize 


natural 
pressure 


. courageous 


ambition 
grace 


» defiant 


observe 
vary 


* movable 


drink 
admire 


11. 
12. 
13. 
14. 
15. 
16. 
17. 
18. 
19. 
20. 


10. 


redevelopment 
involve 
involvement 
revise 

revision 
creative 
creativeness 
inaction 
information 
repression 


p contains a suffix that you 
s in the first word to each 
ber your spelling rules! 


volcanic 
yo 


athlete 
apology 


. collector 


elevate 
conduct 


. credible 


sense 
defense 


. chemist 
Os 


drug 

piano 
dependence 
Co 
refer 
confide 
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C. Find the base word in each word below. The base word 
will have no prefix or suffix. Write it. 


1. eventually 
2. scarcity 

3. codify 

4. spatial 

5. muscular 

6. scientific 

7. ineffectual 
8. innumerable 
9. ungracious 
10. atomic 


D. Match the root to the meanin 
each Latin root and write it. 


. voly 
vis 
tract 
mit 
port 
ject 
cid 
clud 
. scrib 
. crede 
11. voc 
12. duc 


m 
S OoN CURR CONES 


a. 
b. 


rm Roepe BO py © BO 


. disability 

. enclosure 

. unbearable 

. unusual 

. infrequency 

. hatred 

. disclosure 

+ ungrammatical 
. insanity 

. insensible 


g. Find the meaning for 


lead 
roll 
cut 
see 
call 
shut 
believe 
write 
send 
draw 
carry 


. throw 


E. Do not confuse base words with other words that look 
like them. One word in each line is not built on the same 
base word as the others. Find it. 


1. confusion, refusal, fussing, infusion 
2. confide, configuration, confidence, unconfident 
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3. 
4. 
5. 


oR ONE 


Then add back the meanings of the prefixes and suffixes. 
Choose 


stealth, health, unhealthy, healthful 
familiarity, unfamiliar, famished, familiarly 
inflamed, inflammation, infamous, flammable 


F. Look for the root in each word below. Write it. 


. envision 6. revolvable 
subjective 7. deportment 

. detractor 8. protracted 

. involved 9. importer 
visualize 10. conjecture 


G. Study the italicized words in these sentences. First, 
drop off the prefixes and suffixes to find the base word or root. 


After each sentence you will find two meanings. 


the one that is closest to the meaning you have worked out. 
Write a or b. 


1, 


. The dramatization 


. From the few fac 


The settlers found the long months of high wind 
and no rain very depressing to their spirits. 


a. discouraging 
b. helpful 


. The misinformation about the time of the meet- 


ing caused trouble for everyone. 


a. bad news 
b. wrong information 
of Mark Twain’s novel was a 


great success. 
a. the shortening 


b. a play made from 
ts we had, we could only con- 


jecture what had happened to the missing plane. 


a. to make a guess 
b. to worry 


= 3 Ci 
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Exercise A 


1. 


-ful 
-less 


. un- 
. dis- 
. dis-; -ing 


-ing; -less 
im-; -ion; -able 


. de- 


10. 
11. 
12. 
13. 
14. 
15. 
16. 
17 

18. 
19. 
20. 


un-; de-; -ing 
-ly 

re-; -ment 
in- 

in-; -ment 
re- 

re-; -ion 
-ive 

-ive; -ness 
in-; -ion 
in-; -ation 
re-; -ion 


Exercise B 
. actress 


hostess 


. naturalize 


pressurize 
ambitious 
gracious 


. observant 


variant 


. drinkable 


admirable 


. athletic 
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apologetic 


. elevator 
conductor 

. sensible 
defensible 

. druggist 
pianist 

10. reference 

confidence 


Exercise C 
1. event 
2. scarce 
3. code 
4. space 
5. muscle 
6. science 
7. effect 
8. number 
9. grace 

10. atom 

11. able 

12. close 

13. bear 

14. use 

15. frequent 
16. hate 
17. close 

18. grammar 
19. sane 

20. sense 


Exercise D 
1. roll 
2. see 


3. draw 
4. send 
5. carry 
6. throw 
7. cut 

8. shut 
9. write 
10. believe 
11. call 
12. lead 


Exercise E 
1. fussing 

2. configuration 
3. stealth 

4. famished 

5. infamous 


Exercise F 
1. vis 
ject 
. tract 
. volv 
. Vis 
. volv 
+ port 
. tract 
.- port 
ject 


OLON DNBAPWN 


m 


Exercise G 
lia 


2.b 
3.b 
4.a 


Using the Dictionar 
LESSON 33 to Get Word Meaningé 


When you meet a new word in your reading, you may, of 
course, skip right past it. But if the word is important in the 
sentence, you may then lose the meaning of the whole sen- 


tence. 
Knowing what you now know about word parts and con- 


text, you can try to work out a meaning for the word— 
enough meaning so that you can see what the sentence is 
about. But what if there are no context clues and no help 
from word parts? Then you have to go to the dictionary. 
But in the dictionary you find six, seven, or even more 
meanings for the word. Which meaning do you choose? 


How do you decide? 
You look for the meaning that best fits the sentence. You 


take the sentence to the dictionary with you. 


EXERCISE 
Here are two definitions from a dictionary. Below them 
you will find the words grade and grain used in sentences. 


grade (grad), n. 1. any of the stages or 
steps in a series [Civil service jobs are 
usually arranged in grades.] 2. a degree in 
a scale of rank or quality [Which is the best 
grade of oranges?] 3. any of the divisions 
of a school course, usually equal to one year 
[Jim is twelve years old and in the seventh 
grade.| 4. a mark or score on a test or ina 
school course [His grades are mostly B’s.] 
5. a group of people or class of things that 
are of the same grade, class, rank, etc. 
6. amount of slope, as in a road; also, a 
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sloping part [The train went up a steep 
grade.|—v. 1. to arrange in grades; sort 
[to grade apples]. 2. to give a grade to, as 
on a test. 3. to make ground level or slope 
it evenly. 4. to change gradually [green 
grading into blue].—make the grade, to 
succeed. 


grain (gran), n. 1. the small, hard seed of 
any cereal plant, as wheat, corn, or rye. 
2. such cereal plants [fields of grain]. 3. a 
single, tiny piece of salt, sugar, sand, or the 
like. 4. tiny bit [a grain of sense]. 5. a 
very small unit of weight: one pound equals 
7000 grains. 6. the markings or pattern 
formed by the way the layers or fibers are 
arranged in a piece of wood, stone, etc. 
7. the way one thinks and feels; one’s 
nature [The thought of stealing goes against 
my grain.|—v. to paint with marks that 
imitate the grain of wood, etc. 


Se 
So ee S W 


-a 


| 
M 


From Webster’s New World Dictionary, Elementary Edition, Copyright 
1961 by The World Publishing Company, Cleveland, Ohio. 
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Read each sentence. Decide which meaning fits the word. 
Write the number of the meaning you have selected. Include 


n. for noun and v. for verb. 


ile 


2. 


co 


. Helen doesn 


. In icy, winter weather, 
. There is a grai 
. Grains of wheat were scattere 


. A crosscut saw is used to saw across 
. We use only the best gra 


. The workers were 


Sue put out a few grains of corn for the birds 


to eat. 
A fireman’s salary is set up in six grades, and 
over a period of years a fireman goes from one 


to the next. 


. Ted got a grain of sand in his eye. 
. After the oranges are picked, they are sorted 


and graded. 


. The road has to be graded so the rain water 


and melting snow will flow away. 


. Walnut is a wood that has a beautiful grain. 
. U. S. Government inspectors grade all the meat 


that comes to our meat markets. 


. When Bill went to college, his grades improved. 


+ have a grain of selfishness in 


her. 


. When a road has a ten percent grade, it rises 


one foot in every ten-foot length. 
it is difficult for trains 


to make the grade on Hangman’s Hill. 
n of truth in what Tom says, 


even though he is exaggerating. 
d over the barn 


floor. 
the grain. 
de of butter in our 


baking. 
graded first according to 


their length of service. 


aw 


N 
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LESSON 34 Technical Meanings 


Many common words have very special meanings when 
they are used in science, business, or other occupations. Quite 
often, if you know the base meanings of the common word, 
you can figure out the technical meaning. But most of the 
time you will find the technical meaning has had something 
added to it. 

If a word is used with a technical meaning in a textbook, 
the writer will make clear what the technical meaning is. 
Sometimes it is given in a glossary, which is a kind of diction- 
ary at the end of a book. But sometimes you have to go to 
a big dictionary to get the exact meaning. 

This is the important thing: In occupations, in science, in 
any field of knowledge, the common words have an exact 
and special meaning. To read intelligently, you must know 
these special meanings. 

Let’s take the word field for example. It has two base 
meanings: (1) a wide stretch of open land and (2) a piece of 
land used for some special purpose. 

People who make a living in science, law, or medicine 
realize that they know only a very little of all there is to 
know about their subjects. These professions seem very 
broad—as broad as a field. So it is natural for people to refer 
to their special knowledge or special work as a field. So we 
speak of the field of chemistry or the field of space exploration. 

Scientists also use field to refer to a particular space in 
which something is happening. Doctors refer to the field of 
an operation. For someone using a microscope, the field is 
the space he can see. In physics, a magnetic field is the space 
in which a magnet exercises its power to attract. 
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EXERCISES 


A. Decide whether the underlined word is used with its 
common meaning or with a technical meaning. Write com- 
mon or technical for each sentence. 


10. 


B. Can you figure o 
mon words below are used with technical m 


. The old sailor had deep lines in his face. 
. The ship crossed the International Date Line 


early in the morning. 


. My brother has a minor position at the bank. 


The song is written in a minor key. 


. The mason will have to point up the bricks in 


this wall. 


. Ask the editor to add two points between 


each line. 


. At my sister’s college, an A is worth four 


grade points. 


. At that point, we laughed out loud. 
. When the dog started barking, the director 


ordered the cameras and sound tracks to cut. 
Jackie returned the lob with a vicious cut. 


9, 
10. 


ut the special fields in which the com- 
eanings? (The 


common words are italicized.) Write medicine, music, sports, 


or military for each sentence. 


1, 


a a 


The director played a few bars so that we could 


get the pitch. , 
We set up a base far behind the enemy lines. 


Snead’s drive trailed off into the rough. 
In what key is this song written? 


In the first set, Bob’s serve was excellent. 


. The smallpox vaccination did not take. 
. The American force fired with 
. The diagnosis was heart murmur. 


deadly accuracy. 


ON AOR WD 


. common 


. technical 


. common 


. technical 


. technical 


. technical 


. technical 


. common 


technical 
technical 


music 


. military 


sports 
music 
sports 
medicine 
military 


medicine 
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More About 
LESSON 35 Dictionary Meanings 


When we want to describe a new invention or a new ex- 
perience, the easiest thing to do is to use words we already 
know. This is how the word jet became the name of a new 
kind of airplane. 

Common words gain new meanings because they are the 
easiest to use. This fact explains why common words have 
so many meanings. Some of these meanings are quite tech- 
nical. They are known and used chiefly by people engaged 
in technical or professional work. These technical meanings 
are marked in a dictionary by special abbreviations. 

medicine: med. botany: bot. 
nautical: naut. astronomy: astron. 


Some dictionaries use full words to label special meanings: 


in business in law in grammar in baseball 
A MEE EN eee UTA SE RSSERaAI 


When you are reading a newspaper story, a magazine 
article, or a book that deals with a special kind of word, watch 
out for common words. They may have special meanings. 
When you go to the dictionary, look for the label that names 
the general subject in which you are reading. 

There is another kind of label to look for, the part-of- 
speech label. Many words can be used as more than one 
part of speech. The word doctor can be used, for example, 
both as a noun and a verb. That is, it can be used in different 
positions for different jobs in a sentence. 

Usually, a word like doctor has certain meanings when used 
as a noun and different meaning when used as a verb. The 
dictionary groups all the noun meanings together and places 
the abbreviation n. before them. Each noun meaning is num- 


106 


bered. The abbreviation v. introduces the verb meanings of 
the word, and a new series of numbers is used. Turn back to 
the definition on page 101 for an illustration. 

These are the abbreviations commonly used to label part- 


of-speech meanings: 


adjective: adj. 
adverb: adv. 
preposition: prep. 
conjunction: conj. 


noun: n. 

pronoun: pron. 

verb, intransitive: v., i. 

verb, transitive: v., t. 
In looking up a meaning, therefore, you will want to do 
these things: 


1. Keep in mind the general subject field in which you are 
reading, so that you can find the right label. 

2. Take the whole sentence to the dictionary,so that you can 
pick the meaning that makes sense in the passage. 

3. Note the part of speech of the word in the sentence, 
so that you can find the right meaning more quickly. 


EXERCISES 

A. Here is a list of words used in one dicti 
technical meanings of common words: 
mathematics music 
chemistry navy 
mechanics dentistry 


onary to label 


medicine grammar 
mining geometry 
radio architecture 


Decide which of the above labels you would look for if you 


were reading in the following subject areas. 


1. You are reading about recent discoveries made 


by doctors, and you meet the word bank. 
2. You meet the word bank in a discussion of how 
engineers take ores out of the ground. 
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You meet the word bridge in an advertisement 
about tooth powder. 

You meet the word base in an arithmetic textbook. 
In a science textbook you come across the words 
“acids and bases.” 

In the report of an orchestra concert, you come 
across the word battery. 

In the description of the design of a new building, 
you meet the word bead. 


3. dentistry 
4. mathematics 


5. chemistry 


6. music 


7. architecture 


B. In one dictionary the word common has eleven uses as 
an adjective and four as a noun. The word commit is a verb 
five different meanings. 

After each sentence two meanings are given. Read the 
sentence and decide which meaning fits the sentence. Write 
a or b after each number. 


1. 
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Early in the day, people began to gather on the 
commons. 

a. belonging to all of the community 

b. a tract of open land 


- In your next grammar lesson, common nouns will 


be explained. 
a. shared by everyone 
b. referring to a group or class 


- You can be a (1) common soldier without having 


(2) common manners. 
l.a. having no rank 
b. vulgar, low, and coarse 
2.a. having no rank 
b. vulgar, low, and coarse 
Jack believed that he was committed to staying 
for the full year as he had agreed to do. 
a. to deliver for safekeeping 
b. to pledge, bind, or engage 


3. (1)a 


(2) b 


C. Read each sentence carefully. Decide which meaning 
given below each sentence is the right one for the word lie. 
Write a or b after each number. 


1. On the second hole Snead’s drive went into the 
rough, giving him a very bad lie. 
a. to make a statement that one knows 
is false 
b. the situation of a ball 
2. The solution to the problem lies within your 
own mind and heart. 
a. to exist or to be found 
b. anything that is meant to give a false 
impression 
3. The story of the destruction of this ancient town 
lies hidden in the past. 
a. to remain 
b. to extend or stretch 
4. Your mirror does not lie. 
a. give a false impression 
b. make a false statement 
5. The mountain lies somewhere to the south of us. 
a. to be in a horizontal position 


b. to be situated 
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LESSON 36 How Words Get New Meanings 


You are nearing the end of this book. You have learned 
a great many separate details about word parts, context 
clues, and idioms. Some of these details you will remember 
for a long time; others, you will forget. 

There are three or four important skills, however, that 
will stay with you as long as you use them. There are several 
big ideas about words and meanings that you should never 
forget. Now is the time to review these important skills and 
big ideas. 

To begin with, you know that most words have more than 
one meaning. You never meet all of these meanings at any 
one time. This is one big idea. 

A second big idea is this: In a living language like English 
word meanings grow and expand all the time. The reason for 
this is that we constantly have new experiences and new 
things to talk about. The easiest way to do this is to com- 
pare the new things to those we already know. 

Can you remember the first time you ever saw something 
completely new? Or the first time you had a new experience, 
like going to school? 

How did you describe the experience to yourself or your 
friends? Probably, you said, “It was something like... ,” or 
“Tt reminded me of... .? We describe new things in terms of 
what we already know. There is nothing else we can do. 

This is the reason that we give new meanings to old words 
—we use old words to describe new situations. 

Take the word strike. Its original meaning was “to hit 
with the hand.” Then, it came to be used to describe many 
situations in which two things come together violently, as 
“he struck the wooden panel until it gave way.” 
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About 300 years ago strike came to mean “to unfix or put out 
of use.” In 1803 it was used to refer to union workers who 
“struck their tools and their work.” 

This is by no means the whole story of the word strike. It 
has dozens of other meanings and uses, but you can see from 
this bit of its history how we extend the use of an old word 
into new situations and attach new meanings to it. 


EXERCISES 

A. You will find several sentences with the same italicized 
word. Each sentence expands the basic meaning of this word 
by using it in a different kind of setting. 

Below each group of sentences you will find two true 
meanings for the italicized word. Choose the meaning that 
fits all the sentences. Then go back and reread the sentences 
substituting this meaning. You will begin to see how people 
expand the meaning of words by applying the old words to 


new situations. 


1. strike (struck) 
Jack struck out and swam for shore. 
The horse suddenly struck up a gallop. 
The crowd struck up a cheer for the player. 
Strike up.the band. 
I felt a pain strike across my back. 
Overnight, the seeds will strike out roots. 
a. to come into contact with something 
b. to make a quick, vigorous movement 
2. strange 
The man was speaking a strange language. 
Marco Polo told of strange lands far away. 
A strange cat was sitting on our doorstep. 
In the morning we saw a strange cat outside. 
a. foreign; belonging to others 
b. queer 
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3. 


4, 


112 


round 

We picked up a round dozen of the stones. 

In round numbers, we had 100 telephone calls. 
Soon the boys had saved a round sum. 

There were thousands of cards to sort, but by 
midnight we had rounded off the job. 


a. like a ball 
b. full, complete, entire 


play 

In this job, Jack will have full play for all his 
skills. 

The coat was too tight to give my shoulders 
any play. 

Out on the western plains, the cavalry came 
into full play. 


If there is too much play in the ropes, the tent 
may fall. 


a. freedom for movement or action 
b. exercise or action for amusement 


« reason 


You have no reason to believe that 
is untrue. 


Our only reason for stopping here is to rest 
the horses. 


The reason for my excitement is that I am 
going home today. 

The reason for the delay is that there has been 
an accident on the road ahead of us. 


the story 


a. a cause for an action or belief 


b. an excuse or a statement used to justify 
something 


.a 


B. A basic meaning is given for a word. This is followed 
by sentences in which the word is used. In some of these 
sentences the basic meaning has been given a new use. 

Find the sentences in which the basic meaning of the word 
has been extended or changed to fit new experiences. 


1. plough: to make furrows in the earth and to turn 
it up with a plough 
a. The pioneers ploughed the heavy sod of 


the prairies. 
b. The old man’s face was ploughed with 


deep wrinkles. 
c. The stout ship ploughed straight ahead 


through the high waves. 
d. Using a tractor with headlights, Ben 


ploughed his fields at night. 


2. read: to make out the meaning of something written 
a. You will learn to read these chemical 


formulas easily. 
b. You can read a man’s character from his 


face. 
c. John wants to read the book next week. 


d. My father says he can read me like a book. 


3. scene: the place where an action is carried out 
The sand dunes of North Carolina were 


the scene of man’s first flight. 
b. Let’s not quarrel and make a scene before 


all these people. 
. We turned on the kitchen light, and a 


frightful scene met our eyes. 
d. The scene of our next triumph over nature 


will be the moon. 


a. 


1. b,c 


2. b,d 


3. b,c 
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37 How We Get New Meanings 
LESSON for Old Words 


When the word sense was first used in English, it referred 
to one of the five ways in which we learn about the world: 
sight, touch, taste, smell and hearing. 

In time, sense came to mean soundness of judgment: Bob’s 
plan makes good sense. The most recent use of sense is “gen- 
eral opinion, attitude, or sentiment of a group”: the sense of 
this meeting is that we favor building a new school. 

There are a total of 14 different meanings for sense. They 
fall somewhere between the original meaning “sight, smell, 
taste, etc.” and “general opinion of a group.” -How does 
anyone learn these different meanings? 

The truth is that some people don’t. To learn the many 
different meanings of a word, you have to be alert. Many 
people are not alert when they listen or when they read. 

But if you are interested in words, you will learn their 
various meanings by insisting that what you read must make 
sense. If the meanings you know for a word do not fit the 
context in which you find the word, you can be sure that 
another, new meaning is at work. 

This is the great secret of vocabulary growth. You learn 
new meanings for old words from the contexts in which they 
are used. That is, you do if you insist on making sense of 
what you read. 
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EXERCISES 


A. Following each sentence below are three meanings for 
the italicized word. Choose the meaning that makes sense in 


the sentence. 


1. 


Mrs. Dayton picked at a thread in the tablecloth. 
a. to dig or scratch at with the fingers 

b. to repair 

c. to cut 


. The boys picked a bushel of apples in an hour. 


a. to dig or scratch at with the fingers 


b. to sort out 
c. to remove by pulling with the fingers 


. The scientists carefully picked out of the ancient 


ruins a beautiful golden vase. 

a. to dig or scratch out with the fingers 
b. to remove by pulling with the fingers 
c. to dig up with a pointed tool 


. Jim wasn’t hungry, and he just picked at his 


food. 

a. to dig or scratch at with the fingers 
b. to take up something in small pieces 
c. to dig up with a pointed tool 


. Mrs. Johnson picked Jane to be class secretary. 


a. to select or choose 
b. to dig or scratch at with the fingers 
c. to remove by pulling with the fingers 


B. Choose the meaning of th 


sense in the sentence. 


1. 


Boiling water is a sure way of making it pure. 
a. never failing 

b. good 

c. easy 


e italicized word that makes 


o 
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2. Jim began to speak in a sure voice. 
a. never failing 
b. good 
c. confident; without hesitation 


3. The team is headed for sure defeat. 
a. never failing 
b. confident; without hesitation 
c. certain to happen 


4. Daniel Boone was a sure shot with the rifle. 
a. confident; without hesitation 
b. never missing 
c. certain to happen 


C. Try again. Choose the meaning that fits the sentence. 


1. You put the decimal point in the wrong place. 
a. a particular time or moment 
b. the sharp end of an object 
c. a dot used in writing or printing 


2. Jack started to tell about falling into the lake, 
but at this point we burst out laughing. 
a. a dot used in writing 
b. a particular time or moment 
c. the sharp end of an object 
3. Helen’s point was that no one can ride a bike 
to school. 
a. an impartial idea or argument 
b. the sharp end of an object 
c. a dot used in writing 
4. What’s the point of complaining all the time? 
a. a dot used in writing 
b. a particular time or moment 
C. a purpose 
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2 8 Literal and 


= . = z 
LESSON WJ Figurative Meanings 


In Lesson 31 you learned that the literal meaning of a word 
is the meaning you get by putting together the meanings of 
prefix, root or base, and suffix. You also learned that the 
literal meaning may be quite different from the meanings in 
use today. 

Now we will speak of the literal meaning of a sentence. 
You get this from considering the usual meaning of the 
words, the meaning you expect from them. The literal mean- 
ing is what you get when the words mean what they say. 

We also use words to mean something different from what 
they say. Suppose, for example, that you are angry with a 
friend who has kept you waiting. You say, “You're a great 
one!” You don’t mean that your friend is great; in fact, you 
mean the opposite. The words mean something different 


from what they say. 

In the same way 
glance or a hot argument. A smile do 
temperature that you can measure. 
ment. But by using these temperature wor 
your meaning. 

When you speak of a sm 
the characteristics of some 
use of language. Sometimes y 
begin the figure: as dull as dishwater; 


bricks. 
At other times, you use figurative language without these 


clear signs. You say, “Jack breezed through the test, in his- 
tory” or “Helen and Lorraine are in a jam,” or “Jim is good 


in the clutch.” 


you speak of a warm smile or a cold 
es not literally have a 
Neither does an argu- 
ds, you emphasize 


ile as warm, you are giving a smile 
thing else. This is the figurative 
ou use the words like and as to 
it hit me like a ton of 
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EXERCISES 


A. Newspaper headlines often use figurative language. If 
you read them literally, you will never get their meaning. 

Decide whether the following headlines are literal or 
figurative statements. Write literal or figurative. 


1. Medical Science Marches On 


. figurative 


l 
2. Northwestern Trips Missouri 2. figurative 
3. Spotlight Turns on County Supervisors 3. figurative 
4. Wisconsin City Honors Norwegian Hero 4. literal 
5. New Malay State Breaks Ties with Neighbors 5. figurative 
6. Senate Approves Treaty 6. literal 
7. President to Speak Here Tomorrow 7. literal 
8. Senator Rips Rival’s Claims 8. figurative 
9. Killebrew Socks Four as Twins Split 9. figurative 


B. The following sentences come from books for boys and 
girls. Decide whether the meaning of each sentence is literal 
(what the words say) or figurative. Write literal or figurative, 


1. Vicky said, “I felt as though the job had been 
taken out of my hands.” 

2. Vicky was surprised to see how tired her mother 
looked in spite of her happiness at being home. 

3. “Vicky was a bright and shiny star,” Mr. Thomas 
said. i 

4. It was as if the terrible weight in her breast 
had been miraculously lifted. 


1. figurative 


2. literal 


3. figurative 


4. figurative 
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2 | More About 
LESSON 39 Figurative Meanings 
= 


ca Se 
SSA 

When you say, “It’s raining cats and dogs,” you are not 
telling the literal truth. You are not reporting a fact, and 
you don’t mean to be. The words don’t mean what they say, 
and you don’t intend them to. You are simply expressing 
your feeling about how hard it is raining. You are exaggera- 
ting in order to get your meaning across. 

When you say, “It’s raining cats and dogs,” you are using 
figurative language. Sometimes, you use figurative language 
not just to express your feelings but to explain what some- 
thing is like. 

Whenever you have a new e: 
words that you have used to 
You say, “This new thing is like t 
before you realize it, you are saying, “This new thing is this 
old thing.” You are then using words in a figurative way. 

This is how old words gain new meanings. Take the word 
coast for example. Long ago, the French people who came to 
Canada used it to refer to the side of a hill. In the winter 


they found pleasure in sliding down the hillsides. They be- 


gan to talk about coasting down a hill. But coasting down a 


hill required no effort. 

The word coast began to be u 
which people exerted no effort. 
“coasting on his job” or “coas 
this person were on a sled riding down a hill 
figurative use of the word because sleds an 


forgotten. 


xperience, you describe it with 
describe familiar experiences. 
his old thing.” Then, 


sed to refer to any activity in 
Tt was said that someone was 
ting in school.” It was as if 
side. This was a 
d hillsides were 
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EXERCISE 


Let’s see how old words have taken on new meanings by 
being used in a figurative way. For each word below, the 
original meaning is given first. One or more of the other 
meanings show how the meaning was extended to name new 
experiences—as if the new were like the old. Find these 
figurative meanings. Write the letters that stand before them. 


1. discord 
a. disagreement 
b. conflict 
c. a harsh or confused noise, as the 
sound of a battle 
d. a lack of harmony in musical notes 
sounded together 
2. disease 
a. illness, as in “Modern science is conquering 
disease.” 
b. a particular illness, as the measles 
c. an evil state of affairs, as in “Prejudice is 
a disease in our society.” 


a. a person’s spirit or soul 

b. supposedly the spirit of a dead man 
which reappeared on earth 

c. a haunting memory of something 

d. a slight trace, as in “a ghost of a chance” 


a. solid food 

b. the flesh of animals used as food 

c. the edible part of something 

d. the important part or meaning, as in “the 
meat of a story” 
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10. 


. hinge 


a. 
b. 


. jump 


a. 
b. 
c. 


a. 


b. 


. any wire or pipe carryin 


. a thin, threadlike mark 
. a row or series of person: 


a joint on which a door, gate, lid, etc. swings 
a joint in a living person or animal, such 
as the shell of an oyster or the human jaw 


. an important point or decision on which 


matters depend 


a blow that strikes its mark 
a collision of one thing with another 


. a successful book, play, or song 


. worthless, useless 
„ without any foundation in fact, as idle 


gossip 


. not inclined to work; lazy, as an idle 


fellow 


to leap or spring from the ground 
to move with a jerk 
in talking, to pass suddenly from one 


topic to another 


. magazine 


a storage place or warehouse 


a place in which explosives are stored, 


as on a warship 
a supply chamber in a rifle or pistol 
a publication (storehouse of information) 


which appears regularly during the year 


. a cord, rope, wire, or string 


ing fluid or electric- 


ity from one place to another 


s or things 


ut 


N 


a 


wo 


a 


(2) 
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Final Review 


In this book you have met some big and important ideas 
about words and meanings. How well do you understand 
them? The key is on page 128. 


A. Choose the word or phrase that correctly completes 
each sentence. 


1. Most words in common use have (more than 
one, just one) meaning. 

2. The more often a word is used, (the more, the 
fewer) meanings it will have. 

3. Words in common regular use, like field, (have 
do not have) special technical meanings. 

4. A word often (has, does not have) the same 
meanings when it is used in different ways as 
different parts of speech. 

5. The meaning of a word that fits a particular 
sentence is determined by 
a. its parts: prefix, root, suffix 
b. its context: the other words in the 

sentence 

6. By adding together the meanings of prefix, root 
or base, and suffix, you get the (figurative, 
literal) meaning of a word. 

7. You can expect context clues and word part 
clues to give you 
a. the exact meaning for a word 
b. all the meanings of a word 
c. enough meaning to make sense out of the 

sentence you are reading 

8. We use figurative language (to report exactly, 
to exaggerate) our meaning. 
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B. The word true has many meanings. Among them are: 


a. loyal, or faithful d. following a custom 
b. factual or pattern 
c. genuine e. lawful 


Choose the meaning for true that fits each sentence. Write 
the meaning. 


1. True to his plan, the pilot steered for the North 
Pole. 

2. Although far from home, the men remained 
true to their faith. 

3. It is hard to tell true pearls from those made 
in factories. 

4. The stories about Harry are not true. 

5. The court was trying to decide who was the 
true owner of the car. 


C. Context may provide clues to the meaning of a word 
(1) by restating the meaning in other words, (2) by giving an 
example, or (3) by using modifiers. Signals and signal words 
like for example help the reader spot these clues. Other 
contexts contain clues to meaning but provide no signals. 

Decide what kind of clue is provided for the italicized 
word in each passage. Write example, restatement, modifier, 
or no signal. 


1. A good way to start solving a puzzle is to make 
a hypothesis, a sort of guess, about the solution. 
2. Today we make great use of radiant energy to 
get the world’s work done; for example, we use 
visible light, two kinds of invisible light, radio 
waves, and X-rays. 
3. The human species—sometimes we call it the 
human race—has been around for a long, long 
time. 
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4. Electricity can be sent out to homes and factories 
over wires, but it cannot be sent far because it 
leaks out of the wires. Insulators, especially 
rubber, glass, and wood, are used to help prevent 
this leaking. 

5. A fixed satellite, staying in one place above 
the earth, could view more than a third of the 
earth’s surface. 

6. Scientists all over the world now work with the 
metric system which uses the meter (39.37 inches) 
as the unit of measurement. 

7. For perhaps fifteen seconds the newcomer and 
the hardfaced man examined each other with 


the unwinking scrutiny of those who take chances 
with life or death. 


D. Read the following passage, using context clues to work 
out the meaning of the italicized words. Then answer the 


questions that come after the passage. Take time to do this 
exercise carefully. 


Near the Brookhaven Laboratory in New York, 
there is a field enclosed by a high fence. In the 
center of the field hangs a container, holding a piece 
of radioactive metal which gives off gamma rays. 
These rays are similar to X-rays and light rays 
except that they are lethal to man; that is, they will 
result in a man’s death if he is exposed to them 
for even a short time. 

This field near the Brookhaven Laboratory is 
called the “gamma field.” Before anyone can enter, 
the radioactive metal is lowered into a lead con- 
tainer in the ground to prevent its rays from 
spreading. 
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Scientists have planted flowers and vegetables in 
this field and let the gamma rays fall on them. 
There have been some surprising results. 

New plants have grown faster, yield more, and 
are disease-resistant (able to withstand disease). 
New plants come only from changes inside the seeds. 
Ordinarily, these mutations—changes—come very 
slowly. The gamma rays speed up changes inside 
the seeds. Most of these changes are undesirable 
and the plants are discarded, or thrown away. 
But every so often a fine new product appears. 


1. radioactive means 
a. acting on radio programs 
b. giving off rays 
c. active within a certain radius 


2. lethal means 
a. causing death 
b. giving off rays 
c. producing changes 


disease-resistant means 

a. stamping out disease 

b. causing disease 

c. able to withstand a disease 


s 


4. mutations means 
a. rays like X-rays and gamma rays 
b. the seeds of plants 
c. changes 


5, discarded means 
a. undesirable 
b. thrown away 
c. ignored 
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E. Match the meanings under B with the combining forms 
under A. Write the meaning of each combining form. 


A B 

1. graph a. self 

2. micro b. far off 

3. tele c. sound 

4. meter d. life 

5. scope e. something that writes 
6. phono f. a device for measuring 
7. bio g. an instrument for seeing 
8. phobia h. very small 

9. hydro i. water 
10. geo j. fear or hatred of 

11. auto k. earth 3 


F. Find the meaning of each root in the list of meanings 
at the right. Write the meaning of each root. j 


1. volv a. to lead 
2. vis b. to cut 
3. tract c. to roll 
4. mit d. to call 
5. port e. to see 
6. ject f. to shut 
7. cid g. to believe 
8. clud h. to write 
9. scrib i. to send 
10. crede j. to draw 
11. voc k. to carry 
12. duc l. to throw 
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G. Using what you know about word parts, decide on the 
meaning of the italicized words in these sentences. Two 
possible meanings are given. Choose the one that is closest 
to the meaning you have worked out. Write a, b, or c. 


1. It was believed that the depressions in the 
surface of the prairie were places where buffalo 
used to roll, or wallow. 

a. low places 
b. patches of rock 
c. high points 

2. Because of complaints from the town people, 
the mayor revoked our permission to use the 
town hall. 

a. approved 
b. withdrew 
c. accepted 

3. Helen’s improvement in skating this year is 
simply incredible. 

a. not worthy of credit 
pb. hard to believe 
c. not able to be praised 

4. Mr. Scanlan stood up in the meeting and re- 
tracted his criticism of the students. 
a. emphasized 
b. took back 
c. screamed 


Moe tested his work carefully with a micrometer. 

a. a device for measuring very small 
changes 

p. a device for listening to sounds 
far away 

c. something that writes 
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Exercise A . modifier 10. earth 
1. more than one no signal 11. self 
2. the more 
3. have Exercise D f 
4. does not have Exercise F 
5, its context 1. to roll 
6. literal i 2. to see 
7. enough meaning 3. to draw 
8. to exaggerate 3 z to a 
Exercise B Exercise E 3 = eray 
1. following . something gases 
the pattern that writes 9. to write 
abs vory amall 10. to believe 
3. genuine far off ae bof 
4. factual . 


a device 
5. lawful 12. to lead 


for measuring 


an instrument 
Exercise C for seeing 


restatement sound 
example . life 
. restatement fear or 


example hatred of 
modifier water 


Exercise G 
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ABOUT THIS BOOK 


THE MACMILLAN READING SPECTRUM is a complex of instructional 
materials designed to help individualize reading instruction in the intermediate 
grades. The coverage of skills is complete and the development is sequential. 
The SPECTRUM provides a plan for a full reading program and may be 
used with or without basal readers. The books require a minimum of teacher 
direction; each pupil can work toward improving his own reading ability. 

The goal of the Vocabulary Development booklets is to persuade the pupil 
that there is far more in words than he had supposed. What these books seek 
is an awakening, an active consciousness about words. 

This book is divided into seven blocks of material: 

1. Pages 1-16 Words and Meanings 
This section shows how words acquire new meanings when they are used 
to identify new things and new experiences. It also shows that the mean- 
ings we have for a word grow out of our experience with that word, and 
that we gain new meanings for old words as we meet them in new contexts. 

2. Pages 17-38 Context Clues 

~o This section shows that context always determines which meaning of a 
word is intended in a particular sentence. It points out how context 


often provides clues to this meaning. 


*. 3, Pages 39-65 Combining Forms and Prefixes 


This section calls attention to the fact that word parts may be used to 
provide clues to word meaning. . 


4. Pages 66-77 Suffixes 
This section shows how suffixes help us use a word in different sentence 
positions. It also teaches the specific meanings that some suffixes add to 
` words. 
5. Pages 78-100 Base Words and Latin Roots 
This section shows how word parts often provide clues to word meaning. 
6. Pages 101-109 Dictionary Meanings 
This section shows how the dictionary provides clues by means of labels 
to show which of the meanings fit a particular context. 


7. Pages 110-128 Figurative Language 
This section reviews the ways in which old words get new meanings and 


explains how we give words added meanings by figurative use. 


